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REPORT 


Of the Engineer of the Harrisburg, Portsmouth, Mount- 
joy and Lancaster Rail Road Company, to the Board 
of Directors, June 22d, 1835. 


In accordance with the resolution of the Board, dated 
April 29th, 1835, dire ting me to proceed without de- 
lay to tne location ofa rail road from the points and 
in the routes designated in the act authorising and 
amending the Charter of the Company, [ respectfully 
bex leave to present the following Report. 

The surveys, with a view to the above object, were 
commenced at [ancaster, on'*the Lith of May, and 
have been prosecuted without intermission, to the pre- 
sent period. 

The explorations of the different routes have been so 
far c mpleted, as to enable me to submit for your con- 
sideration a general description of the route chosen, 

After a decision of the Board has been obtained, the 
location of the route adopted will be immediatgly com. 
Ynenced, and the whole line put in readiness for contrac- 
tors as soon as possible. 

Previous to the commencement of the instrumental 
examinations, | had an interview with Moncure Robin- 
son, Esq., under whose direction the explorations 
were made in the fail of last year, upon the portion of 
the route at that time authorized by the Legislature 


between Lancaster and Portsmouth; he furnished me | 


with a copy of his report, together with the original 
map and profiles of the several lines examined; [ thus 
obtained in a slvorter period than I could otherwise 
have done, a tolerably correct idea of the general char- 
acter of the ground over which our surveys were to 
be prosecuted, 

A careful reconnoissance of the proposed routes be- 
tween the points above mentioned was then taken, a 
corps organized, and operations begun at the date be- 
fore named, 

A continuation of the long straight line on the Col- 
umbia rail road from its present termination on General 
Diller’s land, about one mile west of Lancaster, appears 
to meto be the mo.t favourable manner of connecting 
with that work. By this plan, a continuous straight 


line for a considerable distance may be obtained across | 


the valley of Swan’s Run. . On this route, there is a 
favourable site for the erection of a depot, within one 
thousand feet of the junction of two roads, immediate- 
ly afier‘leaving the Cut. 

Assuming the connexion with the Columbia rail road 
to be made, as proposed, aout one mile from the city 
ot Lancaster, the line will pass the valley of Swan’s 
Run by a straight line of considerable length upon an 
embankment;—it will then cut through the low divi- 
ding ground between Swan’s Run and Brubacker’s 
Run, striking the vailey of Connestogo creek near Wi- 
ley’s old mill, and crossing that stream below Kauff. 
man’s mill to the south bank of the creek; the line 
continues thence on the south side of the valley till it 
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the dividing ridge which seperates the waters of the_ 
Conestoga and big Chickesalunga Creeks. 

The line is traced thence in nearly a direct line ona 
descending grade, encountering considerable excava- 
tion and embankment, to the big Chickesalunga Creek 
which it crosses at a bend near the dwelling of George 

Speer, Esq., a short distance below Schenk’s mill, at 
lan elevation of about forty feet: after crossing this 
| stream, the line is traced upon an ascending grade for 
a short distance, until it gains the high ground between 
| the big and little Chickesalunga Creeks, and thence 
over tolerably favourable ground in a-direct line to 
Mountjoy, passing the little Chickesalunga about half a 
mile from the town by a bridge forty feet high, a short 
distance below the present turnpike crossing. The 
| line crosses the main street in Mountjoy obliquely near 
ithe centre of the town: it passes immediately north of 
the adjoining village of Richland, crosses the turnpike 
|a short distance above and continuing south of it for 
about two miles, touches Springville, and again crosses 
| the turnpike before passing the valley of Nicely’s Run 
over which an embankment of considerable length will 
ibe required. Tie line thence passes a little to 
‘the north of the dwelling of Abram Hernley, Esq., 
'and continues north of the turnpike until it approaches 
the hills east of Elizabethtown, when it again crosses 
it. The line passses thence over a ravine bya short 
embankment of considerable height, and cuts through 
a narrow limestone ridge: it then curves to the right 
/and enters a ravine running into Sandstone ridge, up 
which it passes on the property of Bumbaugh & Kuntz. 
| The line crosses this ridge by a deep cut at a favour- 
‘able point, which at the crest or highest part will not 
| exceed forty eight feet in depth, passing an interme- 
diate valley by an embankment not exceeding thirty- 
| two feet in height, and meeting the main ridge east of 
| Elizabethtown, on Isaac Redsecker’s land; the line 
| pierces this ridge by a tunnel about nine hundred and 
fifty feet in length, the excavation of which will pro- 
bably consist entirely of an excellent sandstone. After 
passing the ridge, the line is carried by a high em- 
| bankment over the Conoy valley, a short distance south 
|of Elizabethtown. 

The embankment in the lowest part of the valley, 
one hundred and fifty feet in length, will be about fifty 
feet high; it then meets the hills west of Elizabeth- 
town, and is traced over an uneven side hill, encoun- 
| tering considerable cutting and filling until it obtains 

the dividing ground between the waters of the Conoy 
‘and Conewago: it is traced thence on a descending 
| grade along the north side ofa spur of the Conewago 
hill over sloping ground covered with loose boulders 
of sandstone to the Conewago Creek, which it crosses 
|obliquely at a short distance below Mount Vernon 
| Forge at an elevation of about seventy feet. The 
| creek at this place is confined within exceeding'y nar- 
| row limits by bluff hills, presenting a remarkably fa- 
| vourable site for a high bridge. 

Afier crossing the Conewago, the line runs along the 


































































passes the dividing ground between the Conestoga and | 
Kauffman’s Run, passing it with a moderate cut. It | southern slope ofa ridge to the dwelling of Christian 
passes thence over favourable ground north of the | Mumma; from which point it gradually diverges from 
Blue Ball Tavern and north of Landissville, and crosses | the hill, passing round the head of a small valley over 
the Lancaster and Middletown turnpike road, about | an uneven side hill for about one mile; the line then 


eee Lancaster, passing immediately after | obtains favourable gronnd, and passes along it till it 
oL, : 5 
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$216,100 00 
45,800 U0 | 


meets the end of the Swatara hill, two miles below 

Portsmouth. It continues on the side hill along the 

valley of the Susquehanna, crossing the Columbia 

turnpike and the Pennsylvania canal about one thousand 

feet beiow the Swatara river ; passing that stream by a 

bridge about three hundred feet long, and entering 

Portsmouth at or pear the second cross street below 

he aqueduct. 

From Portsmonth to Harri-burg, the line is traced | 
along the flat between the canal and river over very | 
favourable ground, with very slight cuttings and fil | 
lings. | 

About five miles from Portsmouth the canal ap- | 
proaches the river, until the line is forced immediately, 
along side of the towing path. This part of the route | 
will require an outswle protection wall about ten feet | 
in hbegh!, for nearly half a mile, 

Between this point and Harrisburg two small bridges 
will be required over Spring and Paxton Creeks 

The length of the route above described will be 
about thirty-six miles; and the whole ds'ance between 
Lancaster and Harrisburg will be less than thirty-seven 
miles. Upon a greater portion of the route it will 
consist of straight lines, which in several instances will 
be two miles long, connected by curves of large radii; 
but few places occur where it will be necessary to | 
adopt a less radius than one thousand feet. 

The following estimate of the cost of the read upon | 
the route described, is deemed fully adequate to the 
completion of a ‘ail road, graded for a double track. | 
with a single track of wood and iron superstruction of | 
the best kind, calculated for locomotive power, | 

ESTIMATED COST, 

Grading, calculated for a double track, 
including al! the dry stone drains that 
may be required. 

Bridges and culverts. 

Superstructure of the best kind with 
stro: g white oak sleepers, and rails 
of white oak, yellow pine or Norway 
pine, including costs of the necessary | 
turnouts, &c. 132,600 00 
In this estimate liberal allowances have been made | 

for rock excavations, which may be anticipated upon 

the small ridges in that portion of the road passing 

through Lancaster county. It is believed that the ac | 
tual cost will ot exceed the above sum. 1 would not | 
recommend ihe construction of more than one track | 
with the necessary turnouts at th:s time, as a road of | 
this character in the lands of « company upon which 

locomotive power is used, can pass without difficulty, 

considerab'y more trade than has at any period been 

taken upon the Columbia Rai! Road. ‘Vhe line can be 

ready for letting between the 20th and 25:h of July 

next, «nd I can confidently assure the Board that the 

bidders for the work upon this road will be numerous 
and respectable. 

The country thovgh which the road will be located, 
is rich and fertile, highly cultivated, and abounding with 
some of the best mills in Pennsylvania, manufaciuring 
yearly large quan ities of flour. The local trade from | 

these alone will constitute a very important item in the 

bus ness of the road. 


There are no less than twenty 


merchant mills, each making from ten to forty barrels | 
Within two miles of the line of rail | 


of flour per day. 
ruad, the tolls from the transportation of limestone and 
coal for the local purposes of the wealthy region through 
which the road passes, will also form a considerable 
item of the receipts of the company. 

For the information of the Board and the Stockhold- 
ers, an estimate is herewith offered of the probable 
business that may be expected upon their road. 

Assuming the road to be thirty six miles in length, 
the following is a moderate estimate of the amount of 
trade and travelling that may be anticipated upon it, 
per annum within two years after its opening, 
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_as the nearest and best outlet. 
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350 passengers passing in both direc- 
tions, per day, at 3 cents per mile 
=350 

6C tons of Merchandize, at 6 cents per 





$1.08=$270 00 





ton per mile =60 2.16== 129 60 
70 do. of heavy produce at 4 cents per 
ton per mile=70 1.80= 126 00 
20 do. of coal carried 25 miles at 4 
cents per ton per mile =20 1.00— 20 00 
20 do. of limestone carried 20 miles at 
4 cen's per ton per mile= 0.80— 16 00 
15 do. umber at 5 cents per ton per 
niet y 1.80— 27 00 
$588 60 


586,60 multiplied by 300, the smallest number of days 
in which the aboye trade may be expected, equals 


| $174,580 00. 


The expenses of transportation added to the cost of 
keeping the roxd in repair during the same period, 
would not probably exceed $110,000,—which, deduct- 
ed from $176,580, leaves a balance of $66,580,—to be 
appropriated to the payment of interest upon the in- 
vestment. 

The completion of the rail road authorized by the 
legislature between Harrisburg and Chambersburg, 
which will form a continuation of the company’s Im- 
provement, will no doubt increase the trade by this 
route to a very considerable extent, Its location 
through the wealthy and fertile valley of Cumberland 


| cannot fail to command an extensive trade, and a large 


amount of travelling which will naturally seek this road 
An extension of the 
Lancaster and Harti-burg rail road may be anticipated 
at no distant period along both branches of the Sus- 
quehanna river; forming a connexion by the means of 
the Elmira rail road with the northern counties of Penn- 


| svlvania and the southern connties of New York, and 


by the west branch or Juniata river with the western 
part of Penasylvania. 

If these views are correct, the expenditure required 
for the execution of the work entrusted to the care of 
the company between Lancaster and Harrisburg will 
appear trivial, when put in comparison with the impor- 
tant objects to be attained in its com letion. 

All which is respectfuily submitted. 
W. MILNOR ROBERTS, 
Chief Engineer. 

The Board of Directors congratulate the Stockhold- 

ers upon the flaterering report of their engineer of the 


results of h.s explorations, and to relieve their minds 
| from «pprehensions of an opposition by the projected 
| route from the Cc lumbia rail road connecting near that 
“town, passing through the town of Marietta and follow- 


ing the embankments of the river and canal by a turn- 
pike already constructed to Portsmouth. Although 
no legislative act has been granted for constructing a 


rail road further than Marietta, yet many persons Im- 
| med ately interested in the project of a continuation, 


industriously endeavored to make the public believe 
that such a priv‘ledge was certain of being obtained, 
and that it possessed great advantages in point of econ- 
omy. The Board, anxious to promote the interests of 
the Stockholders, drew the attention of their chief en- 
gineer to a reconnoissance of the route, and with a view 
to their own satisfaction, the Philade!phia representa- 
tion (being 2 majority of the Board, ) gave it their per- 
sonal examination to ascertain the relative advantages 
of the two routes, and having no property or business 
| that could in the least benefit them in choice of routes 
| they think their decis‘on will receive the credit of dis- 
_interestedness. Their engineer, after the flattering 
| results obtained by the survey of our established route, 
unequivocally condemned the idea of an alteration. 
The directors will in a brief manner detail their objec- 














8 
. 





ia theses! 






1835.) 

















tions. —The route is considerably longer, and very | 
crooked in following the course of the Susquehanna, | 
(whereas in ours we have succeeded in the great 

desidevatum of nearly a straight road,) and in point 

of their strong argument of economy, they are convin- | 
ced that, taking into consideration the enormous ex- | 
pense of constructing the part between the Columbia 
rail read and Mariet'a,—the purchase of the present | 
turnpike, and the grading necessary to prepare it for | 
raiis,—the heavy cost of the Columbia rail road at the 
greater distance of connection than ours, with all its | 
curvatures,—the difference even in cost is greatly in 
favour of our established route. As before said, no | 
legislative act haus been obtained authorising a Con | 
tinuation of the rai! road from Marietta; and 7¢ is to be | 
presumed that it will be granted, when it is considered 
that the road for nearly the whole distance approxi- 
mates close to the state canal which, when used by lo- 
comotives, must seriously injure its business by the 
fright which will be occasioned to the horses travelling 
on the tow-path : as an instance how this objection is | 
appreciated, the state canal commissioners on learning | 
that about a half mile of our road between Portsmouth 
and Harrisburg would approach near to the canal, 
made vubjections, which were only removed by promis. | 
ing to erect a wall or fence between. Even were the 
cost of our road much greater than the other route, it 
would be far superceded by) the advantage of nearly a 
straight road throughout in opposition to the other, 
nearly a uniform crooked one. 


To the Stockholders of the Harrisburg and Lancaster | 
Rail Road Company. 


I respectfully submit the foregoing Report, made by 
the Engineer, and presenied to the Board o! Directors, | 
convened for that purpose, at Middletown, on the 22d 
of June, 1835. 

The estimated co-t of the Road, as recommended 
in the report, is believed to be ample; and the pros- 
pect for receipts, estimated by the engineer, from the 
road, when completed, is considered by the most in- 
telligent men residing near the location of it, to be 
much smaller in amount annually,than will certainly be 
realised, 

BRITAIN COOPER, 
President of the Company. 





From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
THE CASE OF MR. STEWART. 

guLy, 14, 
In our paper of yesterday we gave a brief sketch of | 

the distressing occurrence, relating to the attempt to 
assassinate Robert R. Stewart, Esq. and having since | 
learned from some of the members of his family, some | 
additional particulars, we will proceed to lay them be- | 
fore our readers. 
It seems that Mr. Stewart whilst residing at Trinidad | 
in Cuba, as American Consul, purchased about eleven 
years ago, for the sum of six hundred dollars, an Afri- | 
can boy, about 15 years of age named Juan. On leav- | 
ing the Island about four years ago, he gave him his | 
freedom, by a regular instrument of emsncipation, and | 
offered him his choice to remain in Trinidad, or to ac- | 
company him to Philadelphia. Whan, for that is the | 
pronunciation of his name in Spanish, by which he has | 

always been called, chose the latter course, and has re- 

sided with Mr. Stewart, or, with one of his daughters, 


ever since as a hired servent, having the enire confi- | 


dence of that gentleman, and being to all appearances 
faithfully attached to him, The African nation to 
which Whan belonged was the Eboe, said in Cuba to | 
be prone to suicide, and revengeful, a fact which Mr. 


Stewart had often mentioned to his friends, | Ww 
Symptoms of a gloomy and sullen disposition bad | 
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occasionally appeared in the conduct of Whan, and 
had given at times apprehensions to the family, that 
some day he might make way with himself. 

On Friday last he said to Mr. Stewart, that he 
wanted to go back to Trini‘ad, that he was not sa- 
tisfied here, that the negroes as he called them made 
fun of him, calling hima Guinea negro, and he did 








| not know any reason for it, except that be was not as 
| well dressed as they. 
| he was net as well dressed as others, it was his own 

| fault, for that he had a very large stock of clothes, but if 


Mr. Stewart replied, that if 


there was any thing else he needed, he wou d let him 
have it. Towards evening a taylor’s boy entered with 


_a parcel of clothes, and abl! against Mr. Stewart for 


thirty five dollars, stating that a black man had bought 
them, and had said that Mr. Stewart would pay for 
them. Mrs. Stewart who was present, made some re- 
marks upon the imprepriety of this conduct, and told 
her husband, that as Whan had a hundred dollars in mo- 
ney, and several trunks full of clothes, it was right that 
he should pay for his own clothes. Mr. Stewart how- 
ever, not wishing to disappoint his domestic, told the 
teilor’s boy that he would pay for a part of the clothes 
which were accordingly selected from the parce}, and 
thus ended the discussion which took place in the hear- 
ing of Whan. 


On Saturdsy Mrs. Stewart went to Brandywine ona 
visit to some friends, leaving her husband at : ome with 
a son, a iad of about fifteen years of age, three female 
members of the family, «nd four servants. Mr. Stew- 


/urt, as we before stat. d, dined on Sunday with his son- 


in-law Mr. Newman, and soon after dinner returned to 
his own house for the purpose of taking a nap. 
On retiring to his room he tocked the door which was 


| quite an unusual thing tor him to do, and fell asieep, 


and his sisier soon afier having occasion to enter the 
room for a bonnet, knocked at the door, and upon his 


| opening it, asked him why he locked t\e door? He 


replicd, that he had done it that he might not be dis- 
tuibed. Afier she had gone he laid down again on the 
bed, but without locking the door, and fell asleep the 
second time, 


A short time after the sister went out of the house, 
and hand proceeded but a little distance, when the two 


| other ladies of the family, who were in the third story, 
; . * ¢ 
| were alarmed by a scream from Mr. Stewart, and by 


the noise of his falling out of bed. They run down 


‘immediately, and saw Whan descending the lower flight 


of stairs with an axe in his band, and on entering Mr. 
Stewart’s chamber found him lying on the floor welter- 
ing in his blood, with his head mutilated in a most 
shocking manner, having as we stated yesterday, re- 
ceived two severe blows with the butt endof the axe, 
one on his forehead, and the other on the left side of 
his face, besides having the fingers on one hand mashed 
in consequence, as is supposed, of his having put his 
had to his head on receiving the first blow. - Whan, on 
reaching the entry, went to the front door, where Mr. 
Stewart’s son was sitting, holding the axe still in his 
hand, and said to him **I have killed your father.”"— 
The afrighted lad immediately ran over to Mr. New- 
man, whose house was not very distant, and Whan 
went into the kitchen below, where he told the cook 
that he had killed Mr. Stewart. She not believing so 
improbable a story, or, dreading the consequences of 
an alarm, as he still had the axe in his hand, made no 
outcry, and Whan then went up stairs again with the 
axe, On the stairs he met the coachman who had been 
up in the garret, ard had been brought down by the 
groaus of Mr, Stewart and the alarm given by the la- 
dies. He took the axe from the hand of the assassin, 
who walked down stairs and deliberatety took his seat 
at the front door. 


Very soon after Mr. Newman arrived, and seeing 
han seated at the door, very naturally concluded 
that the account had been exaggerated, and on coming 













































































36 





up addressed him with the question, ‘‘Why Whan, 
what have you been doing?” The culprit replied, “If 
massa strike me, 1 strike him!” When Mr. Newman 
has'ilvy en'ered the house, but on reaching the foot of 
the stsirs, it occurred to him, that Whan might attempt 
to escape, and he immediately came back to the door 


RIOTS. 


to secure him ; upon seeing which the African ran off | 


but was overtaken in a few minutes in Spruce street, 
above Sixth, and conveyed to prison, 





From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
RIOTS—MONDAY NIGHT. 

The public mind being greatly excited by the at- 
tempted murder of Mr. Stewart, the authorities of the 
city yesterday adopted efficient measu'es to prevent a 
breach of the peace within the borders of the city. At 
an early hour in the evening, a large body of the city 
watch, the silent watch, and the day police were sta- 
tioned in the southern section of the city, in the vicini- 
ty of the scenes of former disturbances. Recorder 
Mcilvaine, Mayor Swift, and the High Constables, di- 
rected the motions of this body of police, consisting of 
one hundred efficient men. About eight o’clock, a 
crowd assembled in the neighbourhood of Sixth and 
Seventh, and Lombard and Swuth streets, The pre- 
sence of the police, however, prevented any manifesta- 
tion of violence. The mob continued to increase until 
nine o’clock, and though noisy, were still intimidated 
from a violation of the peace. The crowd or at least 
the riotous part of it, consisted of the very lowest class- 
es, with apprentices and half grown boys. A little af- 
ter nine o’clock, the mob having increased to about fif- 
teen hundred men, the cry was raised, **To Small 
Street;”’ and the mass rushed in that direction. 

They passed down Sixth strect to Small street, and 
commenced an assault upon four or five houses, occu- 
pied by coloured people in that street between Sixth 
and Seventh streets. The houses were mostly desert- 
ed; and but few coloured persons fe!l into the hands of 
the mob. ‘Those that were caught were beaten severe- 
ly. The cry of the mob when a coloured man was 
caught was—“Kill him—beat him—place him under 
the pump” with many low vociferations and blasphe- 
mous execrations. 

They proceeded up Small to Seventh street, and 
down Seventh to Shippen. Here they assailed a house 
in Shippen above Sixth, occupied by a coloured barber 
and several white women. ‘The house was deserted 
and the mob having examined the premises, left them 
without destroying any of the property. This barber 
appeared to be an object of peculiar animosity; and 
the house was revisited and searched several times; but 
in vain. 

The mob then proceeded up Shippen street to Eighth, 
and down Eighth. They here entered whit is termed 
Red Row, a collection of small frame houses, occupied 
by coloured persons, They assailed and broke open 
eigit ornine houses. The course adopted by the mob 
was to break in the doors with axes; and then search 
for the inmates. If they found any young coloured 
man they beat him severely, and then allowed him to 
go. Old men and women were not injured. The 
rage of the mob did not however allow them to go 
through such a series of outrage, without many acts of 
cruelty; and in several cases the treatment of the poor 
defenceless blacks was barbarous in the extreme. In 
the ‘‘Red Row” they found several persons who were 
summarily punished and released. It having been as- 
seried that several men were concealed in the chim- 
ney, some ruffian applied a torch to burn him out. The 
house was quickly in a flame. 

A portion of the mob (it being now about ten o’clock) 
proceeded from Red Row to Christian and Ninth 
streets. Here they assailed several brick and frame 
houses, occupied by blacks. Several of the houses 
were for a time defended, and several shots were fired 
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from one of them. Five discharges took place; and 
two persons were very seriously injured. The contents 
of a musket passed through the body of one sufferer, 
and the.other had the cap ‘of his knee shot off. ‘The 
person most seriously wounded was conveyed to the 
Hosp tal. The mob however succeeded in breaking 
ing butas they entered the blacks escaped by the back 
way. 
While these scenes were enacted, the fire in Red 
tow had risen to some height; and the alarm being 
given, our gallant firemen hastened to the spot, But 
the mob, with ruffian violence, ordered them not to 
play upon the fire. Our firemen, however, are not 
easily intimidated, and persisted in their praiseworthy 
eflorts; when the mob became exceedingly enraged, 
and, unmindful of the protection which the firemen 
have so often extended to their houses—cut their hose, 
injured their apparatus, and assailed the firemen with 
stones. The latter, however, stood their gronnd like 
men, and sueceeded, after the lapse of more than an 
hour, in subduing the fire, and the still more savage 
foes that surrounded them. ‘The scene presented by 
the crowd at this place is described to us us truly terri- 
fic. The clamour and confusion, the shout of rage and 
the cry of suffering as some one sunk under the blows 
dealt with almost indiscriminate fury,—all presented a 
scene equally singular and terrifying. It must be ob- 
served that no blacks were to be seen in the crowd at 
this place. It wasa contest of honest and respectable 
citizens anxious to preserve the public peace and to 
save the city from conflagration, against a band of mid- 
night brawlers, ready with club and torch to sack and 
fire the houses of defenceless and unoffending people. 


The fire was not extinguished until about half past 
eleven o’clock. But one house was destroyed. From 
this place the mob proceeded to the neighbourhood of 
Fitzwater street and Passyunk Road. They there at- 
tacked and entered more than a dozen two story frame 
houses. They broke the doors and windows, but did 
little further injury to property. Having completed 
these devastations in that neighbourhood, they returned 
to Shippen between Sixth and Seventh streets. It was 
now about-twelve o’clock. They entered a court run- 
ning from the south side of Shippen street, and broke 
open three houses. In one of these, a black man de- 
termined to resist the lawless violaters of the peace; 
and when the mob broke into his house, he armed him- 
self with an axe, and attempted to beat them back. He 
made a furious blow atthe first person who entered, but 
a door being pushed open between him and the object 
of his resentment, partially received the blow. Had 
this not happily occurred, the man would probably 
have been killed. As it was, the axe struck him on the 
face, and cut open his cheek and lip. This lawful re- 
sistence of midnight violence, was dreadfully revenged 
by the mob, who beat the coloured man with gyeat and 
cruel severity. Had not Constable Hoffner interposed, 
the man, who has always been peaceful and inoffen- 
sive would probably have been killed. 


They next assailed a house on the north side of 
Shippen street. The doors were all nailed, and con-~ 
siderable delay occurred before they effected admis- 
sion. When in the house, every door was found to be 
nailed, and still further delay took place before they 
succeeded in entering the chambers. At length they 
found an old coloured man and woman, whom, not- 
withstanding their disappointment, they left untouched, 


From thence they repaired again to Small street. 
Here the crowd, yelling and blaspheming, rioted in 
violence and outrage wholly unopposed. The white 
inhabitants placed candles at their windows, and the 
houses thus distinguished, were respected, All the others 
were broken open. One black man was found here, 
concealed in the yard. He was given up to the prey 
of the savage mob, and dreadfully maltreated. It was 
now after one o’clock, and when our informant left the 
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place, Small street was still occupied by the enraged | street, kept at bay by the mayor and his police, anda 


mob. 

Several houses were assailed during the night which 
were occupied by white families. This was done either 
from mistake, or because the inmates were compa: ions 
of culourgd people. A spec'ator informs us that, when 
one house, a three story building was attacked, so ter- 
rified were the inmates and so anxious to escape, that 
several dropped from the third story windows. Many 
revolting occurrences took place during the night. One 
coloured man was barbarously mangled. Another when 
his house was attacked escaped wpon the roof. The 
mob shouted at him; and in his perturbation he leaped 
from the roof and alighted without injury. The crowd 
applauding the act, allowed him to e-cape. 

At two o’clock the mob had dispersed, and all was 
quiet. 

It is to be hoped that these disgraceful scenes will 
not be repexted. Assuredly no good citizen will par- 
ticipate in them. Efficient police arrangements will, 
we learn, be made for to night; and those who dare 
again to attempt so flagrant a violation of the laws, will 
probably be apprehended and punished. 

It would be well if respectable citizens, instead of 
swelling the crowd as spectators, would remain at their 
homes, or, if they desire to aid in the suppression of 
iy volunteer and be sworn in as members of the po- 
ice, 


os 


From the Inquirer. 
SCENES OF TUESDAY NIGHT. 


The mob again assembled about 9 o’clock on Tues- | 


day evening, in the neighborhood of South and Sixth 
streets, and continued to augment in numbers until near 
10 o’clock, when a rumor was circulated that a three 


story brick house in St, Mary street—(a street running | 


from Seventh to Fighth, and between South and Lom- 
bard)—was garrisoned by armed blacks, who had re- 
solved, if attacked to sell their lives dearly. The mob, 


to the extent of more than a thousand persons, immedi- | 


ately proceeded to that neighborhood, but fortunately 
the Mayor, Recorder, and City Solicitor, having been 
apprised of the circumstance, hastened to the vicinity, 
at the head of a large body of police, for the purpose 
of investigating the matter. It was soon ascertained 
that the story was true—that a body of coloured men, 
to the number of fifty or sixty, and armed with knives, 


bludgeons and pistols, had sought refuge in the house | 
| They had taken the sashes of the upper | 
windows out—had provided themselves with a large | 


alluded to. 


pile of stones, and were prepared to resist to the death 
any attempt to dislodge them. ‘They had sought this 
building, not asa matter of choice, but as a last resort. 
They cunsisted, for the most part, of poor wretches, 


who, driven from their homes, knew not where to fly | 


for refuge, and hence had huddled together in the 


house above mentioned, content to remain there in | 


peace, and anxious to be permitted so to do, but at the 
same time determined to strike in retaliation, should 
the mob attempt any act of violence towards them. 
Mr. Olmstead, the City Solicitor, who, by the way, 
deserves great credit for his indefatigable exertions, 


few feet beyond a band of armed blacks! Had a pis- 
tol been discharged—had «a blow been struck, it is im- 
| possible to conceive the scene of riot and bloodshed 
| that must have ensued, As it was, however, the Re- 
corder eventually succeeded in getting the whole num- 
| ber to effect their escape by the route above alluded 
to. 

Just after the last two had walked up to Mary street, 
'a white man came rushing down with a pistol in his 
i hand, and exclaiming—* Watch! watch!’? He rushed 
| heedlessly on, with his pistol before him, and it was with 
| considerable difficulty that the police succeeded in 
| wresting it from him. He was immediately arrested 
and taken off. 

A short time after, a story was circulated in another 
direction, to the effect that an armed band of two hun- 
| dred blacks had been seen in the neighborhood of Ninth 
/and Lombard streets. It was subsequently ascertained 
| that this band cons sted of the fugitives from St. Mary 
| street. They were subsequently seen in Moyamensing 
| by Mr. Foster, the deputy sheriff, who was stationed 
| throughout the evening in that quarter. He succceded 
‘in persuading them to go peacably home—two and 
| two. 

After this party disbanded, no further apprehension 
of importance was excited throughout the evening, 
|The mob lingered in considerable force, however, 
| about the neigh! orhood of South and Sixth streets, and 
occasionally raised a shout, but in every instance the 
police officers succeeded in checking all attempts to 
| produce riot. The most exaggerated stories were told 
and passed from mouth to mouth—most of them with- 
out the sl ghtest foundation—and got up by the rioters 
for the occasion. There was not a coloured person of 
either sex, with the exception of the band above al- 
luded to, to be seen for squares—their houses were 
, completely deserted, and many, we are assured, pass- 
ed over the river, and slept, or attempted to sleep, 
throughout the night in the open air. 
| Long before nightfall mothers with childrer in their 
| arms—whole families, from the grandfather down to 

the grandchild—might be seen hastening from the 
, south western part of the city, trembling with appre- 
/hension, and eager to discover some place of sl.elter 
| for the night. A large number have left the city, and 
| are scattered throughout the adjoining counties, while 
| others are preparing to leave the moment they can ob- 
tain sufficient funds to bear the expenses of a journey, 

The above statement contains nothing but facts, and 
we leave the reader to imagine the amount of suffering 
and distress produced by this melancholy state of 
things. The present, perhaps, is not the moment to 
institute an inquiry as to the authors and provocatives 
‘of the excitement which has produced the events to 
which we have just referred, for »lthough the assassin- 
like attack upon Mr, Stewart, was the immediate, it 
was by no means the original and provoking cause— 
| but the subject must be met, and we shall embrace an 
early opportunity of probing it to the bottom 
| With regard to the City, too much credit cannot be 
| awarded to the Mayor, Recorder, and those immediate- 
\ly under their direction. They have had an arduous 





from the commencement, to preserve the peace of the | time of it since Sunday last; but, notwithstanding the 
city, stationed a number of the police at the head of | offence which gave rise to the excitement was commit- 


Mary street, with instructions to permit no individual to 
pass the line. He then, in company with the Recorder, 
went into the house, and found but one black fellow 
below, the others being in the second story. After a 
long parley, in the course of which the recorder detail- 
ed, in vivid colours, the perils of their situation, and 
the fearful consequences of a conflict with the mob, he 
succeeded in inducing a portion of them to effect their 
escape through a back way, by walking off two and 
two, and seeking the western part of the city. The 
crisis at this time was indeed of the most delicate and 
perulous character. An excited mob at one end of the 


|ted in the City—and, notwithstanding the first mob 
‘assembled in the City, and manifested the strongest dis- 
position for riot and disorder, the officers alluded to, 
/succeeded, by firmness, determination, and constant 
_watchfulness, in preventing a solitary act of disorder 
| within the limits of the City. 

We cannot close this hasty article without uttering a 
word of approbation in relation to the conduct of a Po- 
lice Officer, who, on Monday night, arrested a man at 
the corner of South and Sixth streets. The crowd, at 
the time, was very large, and a movement was made by 
a number of persons stationed at the south west corner. 
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They uttered a shout, and were, apparently, about to 
commence an attack; when the police officer, above al- 
luded to, fearlessly sprang in'o the midst of them, 
seized a stout feilow by the collar, dragged him out, 
and despite of the efforts of several of his friends to 
rescue the prisoner, succeeded in taking him to the 
Mayor’s Office. The excitement for a few moments 
after the arrest, was intense—the crowd moved to and 
fro like an agitated sea—* hit him ! hit him !”’ cried out 
several voices, but the officer still clung to his prison- 
er—* support the Police—support the kolice!’’ passed 
from mouth to mouth, severs] Watchmen hastened to 
the assistance of the officer, the crowd halted, and tell 
back dismayed, and the prisoner passed on in custody 
of the individual who arrested him. The arrest, under 
the circumstances, was a fesrless and manly act, and 
exhibited, in a strong light, the happy effects of nerve 
and dete:mination. Asto the prisoner, we ascertained 
that he was a House Carpenter, and several of his 
friends assured us that he had no intention to disturb 
the peace. It was right in the officer to arrest him, 
as it was impossible to discover the really guilty from 
the innocent ; but, we presume, that after the cause was 
fully investigated, he was released. We trust and be- 
lieve that the riots are at an end for the present, at 
least. The proper authorities are still on the alert, de- 
termined to punish, to the utmost extent of the law, 
all who are found inciting the reckless and unthinking 
to violence and disorder. Several of the ringleaders 
have been committed to prison, and will, no doubt, be 
adequately punished. 


THE WOUNDED. 


We learn that James M’Dermott, who was shot in 
the leg during the riots in Moyamensing on Monday 
night, and who was immediately taken to the hospital, 
was somewhat better yesterday. It is supposed that 
the wound was inflicted by a discharge from a musket. 
The affair happened in Carpenter street. M’Dermott 
states that he was passing at the time, and not mingling 
in the affray.— We learn that no other person, injured 
during the riots by fire arms, is or has been in the hos- 
pital. 

There are three black persons at present in the hos- 
pital, all of whom were more or less injured on Monday 
night. One while effecting his escape over a fence 
was severely cut in his lower extremities; his name is 
Johnson, Several reports have been circulated as to 
the manner in which he receiyed the wound under 
which he is now labouring. 

An old man by the name of George Conover, who 
resided in Carpenter street, near Eighth, was severely 
beaten over the head, and is as well as can be expect- 
ed. 

The other black was bruised considerably, and re- 
ceived a severe cut on one of his hands, but his case is 
not dangerous, 


At a special meeting of the Hope Fire Engine Com- 
pany of Moyamensing, held at their Hall, this morning 
at 2 o’clock, A. M., (immediately after their return 
from the fire of the rioters, )the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That this Company tender their thanks to 


the firemen of the city and county, and their fellow | 


citizens in general, for the ‘prompt and efficient assist- 
ance tendered their engine in the conflict of last night, 
when the rioters attempted by force to. prevent them 
from extinguishing the fire at the corner of Flower 
and Catharine streets. 

Resolved, That in the event ofthe recurrence of the 
seenes of last night in our own devoted district, this 
company earnestly appeal to the firemen and citizens 
to assemble round their engine, and bear them out in 
their determination to extinguish conflagrations of the 
oer of their fellow-citizens, let them originate 
tom what cause they may, 
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Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the Fame 
Hose Company for their prompt supply of water and 
able assista:.ce in the hour of danger, and to the fire- 
men in general for their aid in working the engine du- 
ring the aitack. 

Resolved, That the members of this company will 
assemble within their engine house this evening, at half 
past 8 o’ciock for the carrying of the foregoing reso- 
lutions into effect, and that we recommend to our fel- 
low-firemen of the neighboring districts the same course 
of efficiency, and pledge ourselves to support them, 
as far as in us lies, in the faithful execution of their 
duties. 

Resolved, Vhat it is with pleasure we contradict the 
prevalent report of an injury to our pipe director, Wm, 
G. Smith, and assure the public that no serious injury 
was sustained by sny member of the company during 
the cowardly attack of the assailants. 

Resolved, That our proceedings be published in the 
evening papers. A, THOMPSON, 

Secretary, 


From the Commercial List. 
GRAIN. 
Amount of Grain received by water, and measured 


at the PORT OF PHILADFLPHIA, for the six months 
ending July 1, 1835. 


2 ee 











Wheat. Corn. Rye. Oats. 
1835———-79,621 245,1174 27,9383 50,776 
1834-76 822 187,878} 17,746 43.940 

In favor of 1835—-2,798 57,239 10,1923 6,836 
Total in 1835————_—— 403, 4524 bushels. 


a 


STRAW BERRIES. 


With this delicious fruit, our market has been abun- 
dantly supplied, and they have been finer and cheaper 
than we have ever seen them, an: relished exceeding- 
ly by a good fire. We saw one taken from the garden 
of John Reyno!ds, Esq. measuring 44 inches in ciicum- 
ference, and several which measured 4 inches. Very 
fine strawberries have been sold at five cents per quart. 
— Crawford Messenger, July 4. 





THE NEW RAIL ROAD CAR. 


On Thursday afternoon, the rail car Victory, con- 
veyed a party of invited guests from the city to the rail 
road bridge. On their arrival the company partook of 
a collation ut the bouse of Mr. Debouffre, and return- 

,ed before evening. They were accompanied by a 
| band of music, which served greatly to heighten the 
| festivity of the occasion. ~This car is constructed ona 
| somewhat novel principle, consisting, in fact, of three 
united parts, the front and rear car having each its two 
pair of Wheels, arranged in the usual manner, while 
the middle or principal is unsupported, except by its 
j}union with the others. In this way more than two 
|thirds of the weight falls between the two sets of 
|wheels. The effect of this arrangement is to give to 
the middle part a much more equeble and uniform mo- 
tion, the jar imparted to the wheels by any slight ine- 
quality in the road being scarcely perceived. The idea 
we are informed was suggested by observing the effect 
of suspending a heavy body asa mass of marble, be- 
tween the rail cars, constructed in the usual manner, 
It was found that a body so disposed was much less 
| agitated than when placed on the body of a single car. 
Some inconvenience has been apprehended on the 
short curves of the road from the two setts of wheels 
being at so great a distance but this evil is entirely ob- 
| viated by making the lateral motion of each set, by 
| which it adopts itself to the curves ia the road, wholly 
| independent of that of the other. Considered asa new 
"experiment, in the art, we cannot but anticipate that it 
will prove a successful one.— Commerctal Herald. 
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SrncuLan.—The Enquirer of this morning gives an 
account of the drowning of a coloured man, named | 
Henrv Wilson, who was said to have drowned at the 
mouth of the Schuylkill, but whose body was taken 
from the Delaware, on the 9th inst. opposite Pine 
street wharf. The Enquirer remarks that “when it is 
remembered that the tide of the river runs down every 
twelve hours, two hours longer than it floats up, some 
surprise may be expressed that the body was «li covered 
in the Delaware at the p'ace above mentioned.” 

A case of like character occurred some years since 
in this city, and was brought before the Court of Oyer 
and Terminer. A coloured man was heard to threaten 
the life of his wife. He shortly after went out in her 
company and returned late at night alone. 

He said that he was walking on one of the wharves 
on the Delaware frent of the city, aud that his wife fell 
in and was drowned. Several days after the body of 
his wife was found opposite the city in the Schuylkill; 
and the fact was deemed suffic ent to authorize the ar- 
rest and commitment of the husband on the charge of 
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murder. It was proven to the satisfaction of most per- 
sons present, that it was impossible that the wife could 
have fallen into the Delaware and floated up the Schuyl- 
kill; but as there was nothing but circumstantial evi- 
dence against the prisoner, he was, against the convic- 
tion of nearly every person who heard the trial, ac- 
quitted by the Jury.— Phil. Gaz- 





A TORNADO. 
Getrrsnune, Jury 7. 

A very destructive tornado passed over the eastern 
part of this county, and on through York county, as 
far as our information extends, on Saturday evening, the 
27th ult. Among the property des'royed, were the 
house and barn of Mr. John Strausbaugh, two houses 
owned by Mr. Henry Lilly, a house occupied by a Mr. 
Little, the gable end of a brick house of Mr. John 
Ihldt. Some barns were alsotorn down, and others 
unroofed—and, of course, the destruction of out build- 
ings, fencing and timber was very great, besides the 
irreparable injury done to the crops. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
Extract fiom the Meteorological Register, taken at the State Capital—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


By James Waieart, Librarian, 


FEBRUARY, 1835. 
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THERMOMETER. BARKOME?:+ ER. 
1||Sunday, 25} 31) 30f 291] 29.33 3% 
9 Monday, 19 24 24 ZS 67 68 
3}| Tuesday, 17} 28) 26) 24 90 85 
4|| Wednesday, 14, 19) 19) 17 76 7U 
5|| Thursday, 15} 27} Su) 34 68 63 
6|| Friday, 21; 30} 32) 28 62 55 
7||\Saturday, 8} 12) 9 10 50 58 
8|/Sunday, = S77 62 69 
9}| Monday, *1) 14) 17] 10 90 86 
10}| tuesday, 4) 21) 24) 16 85 85 
11||Wednesday,| 10) 26) 26) 2t 59 54 
12}| Vhursday, 17} 28} 32j-¢ 60 62 
13}| Friday, 25| 37) 39] 34 50 47\_ 
14}| Saturday, 24; 32] 31} 29 85 92 
15}/Sunday, 18} 31) 25) 25]| 30.10} SO. 5 
16// Monday, 28} 38} 35} 34!) 29.90 90 
17|| Tuesday, 32] 39] 4(| 37|1 72| 68 
18]|Wednesday,| 37} 44| 43} 41|| 55) 55 
19}| thursday, 33, 40} 38) 37, 70 72 
20]| Friday, 27} 38) 41) 35} 30.00) SO. 8 
21)|Saturday, 29} 45) 45) 40] 2990 81 
22/|Sunday, 33] 48} 50) 44 65 64 
23]|Monday, 36} 41) 37) 38 92 91 


24]| Tuesday, 32} 43| 42] 391] 30.00] 30.00 
25||Wednesday,| 3% 43] 45| 37|| 2980) 73 
26||Thursday, | 27] 31) 33] 30)| 73| 73 


27 ||Friday, 20) 22) 24 22| 65 56 
28||Saturday, 10} 22) 16) 16, 48 48 
Thermometer. 

Maximum on the 24th, ; 39° 
Minimum on the 8th, 7 : “ 10 
Difference, . ; : : : 29 
Mean, ° . ‘ ; 27 


Winds. State of the Weather. 


Height at sun set, 
Mean height. 


| 





Cloudy day 
Sun and clouds 
Cloudy day 





68 71j} N Sun and clouds 
62 64/|} SW Cloudy—clear 
49 55|| NE Snow (4 inches) 
58 55 WwW Clear day 
72 68 Ww Clear day 
83 &6|} W Clear day 
82 84 SW Clear day 
54 56|| W Cloudy day 
60 61 SW Clear day 
47 48]; SE Cloudy day 
99 92|| NW Cloudy day 
29.98} 30. 4/} E Snow (4 in.) ra,*: sl’t at ni. 
85| 29.58]) NE Drizzling rain 
2 67}} NE Do do 
57 56|| W Cloudy day 
83 75}| W Sun and clonds 
8! 30. 5]; SW Clear, cloudy 
80} 29.84/| NE Hazy 
60 63|| W Rain—clondy 
91 91 SE Cloudy, snow 
29.96 7 5 Cloudy day 
73 75\| § Cloudy, clear 
73 73|| W Cloudy day 
3 58 | NW Sun and clouds 
62 Ss WW Cloudy, snow 
Barometer. 
Maximum on the 20th, é 30.05 inches. 
Minimum on the Ist, . 29.32 
Difference, ‘ ? ' 00.73 
Mean, : . 272 « 


* Below Zero. 

























































































AO CHESTER COUNTY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE BLIND. 
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CHESTER COUNTY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE Amount of Cash paid David Townsend for the use of 


BLIND. the Blind. 


Ata meeting of the Committee appointed to concert | From Birmingham, by 
measures to present the claims of the Blind to the citi- E. Cook 
zens of Chester Coun'y, held at West Chester on Mon- Thos. Darlington 
day evening, the Ist of June, 1835, it was East Bradford, 

Resolved, That the Chairman of the Committee be J. C. Strode 
requested to transmit the money, collected by the fa Siesta 
several township Committees, to the Pennsylvania In- i neclhaen Samana 
stitution for the instruction of the Blind; and that a , . 
Statement of the contributions of the ‘Townships re- W est Bradford, 
spectively be published in the Newspapers of the C. Ww. Parish 
county. Brandywine, 

— James M’Ilvane 


James M’Farlan 
West Chester, Pa. June 2, 1835. So 


Charlestown, 
Sir,—In obedience to the instructions of the commit- [. Z. Coffman 
tee, appointed to concert measures to present the J. S. Davis 
claims of the Blind to the citizens of Chester County, I D. M’Curdy 
have the honor to enclose to you, for the use of ‘* The Coventry, 
Pennsylvania Institution for the ne yy ag of the | Jacob Diffendaffer 
Blind,” a Drafi upon David T ownsend, Esq. for nine Samuel Shafer 
hundred twenty nine doilars and twenty six cents| |, 
East Caln, 
($929 26, )—that being the amount of the contributions, alii, 
from the several townships, in aid of said Institution. ; RB el 
It is proper to add, that this remittance has been de- West Paln, P 
} t “iginally intended, oe 
layed somewhat longer than was origina enc nectieannitiiiins 
for the purpose of aliowing full time for all the Town- ae 
ships to send in their contributions to the Treasurer of | “™ Sa iksinn 
the central Committee; some of which, however, have ol T ale 
t yet been heard from. John Tucker 
wn F i cabo as tfullv W. Kenney 
Sigg ee E. Fallowfield, 
: Daniel Kent 
Your obedient servant, 


A. Mode 
WM. DARLINGTON, 


, : West Fallowfield, 
Chairman of the Committee. James Haslett 


To Frepericx Fratrey, Esa. East Goshen, 
‘Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Institution for the J. Eldridge 
instruction of the Blind, Philadelphia, J Sharpless 
Kennett, 
Thomas Marshall 
J. Lamborn 
London Grove 
Wm. Jackson 
Isaac Pusey 
Oliver Alison 
Londonderry, 
Joseph Jefferis 
East Marlborough, 








Philadelphia, June 35, 1855. 


Sir,—The Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Institution 
for the instruction of the Blind, received yesterday 
your letter of June 2d, authorizing him to draw upon 
Davi Townsend, Esq. for nine hunired and twenty- 
nine dollars and twenty-six cents, being the amount of 
the contributions of the citizens of Chester County in 
aid of the said Institution—for which sum he has ac- Thomas Seal 
cordingly drawn. Jesse Pusey 

In behalf of the Board of Managers of the Institution, | W. Marlborough, 

I take the earliest opportunity to express the high F. Parke & J. Chandler 
sense we have of your zealous exertions, and that of | E. Nantmeal, 

your committee in making this very handsome collec- David Potts, jr. 

tion, and L beg you to assure them that we feel very Thos. K. Bull 

grateful for the interest they have felt in our charitable Wm. Kirk 

enterprise, and the kind assistance they have contribut- | New Garden, 

ed towards it. John W. Thomas 

At the same time we must ask you to convey to the | W. Nantmeal, 
contributors in the County of Chester, our acknow- James M’Ilvaine 
ledgments for the liberality with which they have an-| Upper Ox ord, 
swered this appexl to their benevolence. We trust Charles Wallace 
that the advancement of our Pupils in all branches of | E. Nottingham, 
useful knowledge, will continue to excite the interest Saml. Hughes 


and justify the generosity of our fellow citizens. Pikeland, 
Iam Sir, George Hartman 
With the highest respect, A. Marshall 


Your obedient servant, Penn, : 
J. FRANCIS FISHER, eee Ankrim 
Corresponding Secretary of the Penn- a 


Wwani ‘er See Wm. Sharpless 
sylvania Institution for the instruction | gchuyikill, 


of the Blind, E. F. Pennypacker 
To Wm. DanrttnerTon, Ese. J. Whitaker 
Chairman of the Committee. John Morgan 
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11 00 
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4835.) PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 41 
EEE 
Sadsbury, From the Philadelphia Gazette and Intelligencer. 
James Trueman 11 00 
G. W. Parke 10 00 Pi®UCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
James Smith 21 00--—42 00 June, 9 1835. 
Thornbury, , 
A. Darlington, jr. 9 00-——69 00 SELECT COUNCIL. 
Tredyffrin, Mr. Roach presented a petition in relation to the in- 
Robert T. Evans 8-00 sufficiency of the culvert in Dock street, to carry off 
J. Beaver 17 75—-25 75 | the water, and praying that the evil may be remedied. 
Uwchlan, Referred to the paving committee. 
James Williamson 28 25 


Mr. M‘Creedy presented a petition from John Cow- 





waa 11 62——-39 87 roy, occupant of the house No. 85 south Fifth street, 
; ; ; ; ; 
~_ praying for indemnity for damage to his property, occa- 
Frederick Sheeder 19 54 sioned by the overflowing of the public sewer in his 
E. “oor 3 00-——-22 54 vicinity. Referred to paving committee. 
ee ieee 20 00 90 00 Mr. M‘Creedy a petition from the superintendants for 
W. Whiteland, cleansing the city, praying for an advance of salary. 
John R, Thomas 34 58 Referred to the committee on cleansing the city. 
J. Dunwoody 5 50———-40 084| Mr. Price presented a petition in favor of a Saturday 
West Chester, . —- market, in the Second street Market house, 
H. H. Van Amringe ‘ 68 00 Referred to committee on Markets. 
A. Miner 25 00 The President submitted a communication from A. 
Joseph Jones — 10 00 D. Bache, Secretary of the Faculty of Arts, inviting 
Joseph J. Lewis 3 00—-106 00 | Councils to be present at the exercises of the com- 
West-town, mencement, at the Pennsylvania University, on the 
B, Passmore 10 00——10 00 | 30th instant. 
ae [Several other petitions, of a character similar to 
a df «nti $933 76 | those noticed in the proceedings of Common Cuuncil, 
Deduct paid for printing, 4 50 | were presented and referred. ] 


Balance, ‘ $929 26 |. Mr. Price offered the followng preamble and resolu- 
nae tions which were adopted 

The foregoing statement is from the Treasurer’s |, Whereas, means have already been taken to express 
Books. The committee have endeavored to be cor- | the peculiar sense of the loss which the country has 
rect; but there may possibly be some errors of detail, sustained by the death of the late Chief Justice of the 
in consequence of remittances from townships being | United States, and the profound grief which has affect- 
sometimes made through persons who were not com- | ed the community on that melancholy event ; and 
mittee men,—or not residents of the proper township whereas, it is fit that the actions, character and servi- 


from which the contribution was actually made. _ces of illustrious citizens whose eareer has been most 
: }éminently honorable to themselves and beneficial to 


a their country, should be adequately pourtrayed and 
THE LATE DR, THOMAS C, JAMES. | commemorated, therefore. 


. . oe : Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, of 
t , 
fh = . oe of the Council of wa Eistorten! wane | the city of Philadelphia, That Horace Binney be invi- 
of Pennsy arene held at the Philosophical Hall, on | teq to pronounce an eulogium on the life of John Mar- 
Wednesday evening, the 15th July, 1835, | shall. 
Joshua Francis Fisher, offered the following resolu-| Resolved, That the Presidents of Councils be re- 
tions, which were seconded by John Vaughan, and | quested to communicate the foregoing invitation to H. 
unanimously adopted: | Binney. 


: siete i An election was entered into for a member of the 
Resolved, That the Council of the Historical Society | Roard of Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works in 


of Pennsylvania, learn, with deep regret, the death of | the place of Benj. W. Richards; Esq. resigned, which 
their venerable Vice President, Dr. Thomas C. James, | resulted in the choice of Dr. John K. Mitchell. 


whose urbanity, literary acquirements, and eminent ta- COMMON COUNCIL. 


Jents, had gained him the esteem and friendship of his | Phe President submitted and read a communication 
associates;—and whose memory will long be cherished | from “ the American Philosophical Secicty for the Pro- 
by all who had the happiness of meeting him in this | motion of Useful knowledge,” in relation to the accep- 
Hall tance by that body of the terms proposed by Councils 
; . |for building a city observatory, and stating that they 
Resolved, That J: R. Tyson be requested to write | had taken measures for providing their share of the 
a biographical Memoir of Dr. James, which will illus- | amount necessary for the erection of the same. __ 
trate his literary and personal character, to be printed | Also a communication from the managers of Wills’ 


‘s : ae ; ospital, informing Councils of the resignations of Sa- 

in the next half volume of this Society’s transactions. | he Spackman a Thomas Snowden, - watenbiane of 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be con- | the Board. 

veyed to the family of the deceased, withthe assurance! Mr. Rowland presented.a petition for repaving Ran- 

of the hearty condolence of the members of the Coun- | oa oe ae street, between Race and Vine. 

+1 . oe . . ‘ | Referred to Pavin ommittee. 
cil in this afflicting dispensation of Providence. : | The. President Submitted a communication from a 
WILLIAM RAWLE, Presid’t. | large body of the Mechanics and Working Men, on the 

RosErts Vaux, | subject of Councils taking into consideration, the ope- 
Peter S. Doroncrav, $ Vice Pres’ts. | ning of a walk across the Independence Square, from 
Josera Hopkinson, | George to Library sts. to facilitate the passage of ¢;ti- 

Attest— | zens through the Square. Referred to Committee on 

JW. R. Tyson, Secretary. i Public Squares. 

Vor. XVI. 6 


METEOREOLOGY. 





stones in Front street between Jones’ alley and High 


< ! 

Mr. Rowland presented a petition for placing flag | 
street, to remedy the great inconvenience caused by | tested and was also rejected. 
} 


the water covering the street during heavy rains, &c. 
Referred to Committee on Paving. 


Dr. Huston offered several petitions praying Councils 
to purchase the Burial Ground on Franklin Square.— 
Referred to Committee on Public Squares. 

Mr. Lancaster presented a petition from the South- | 
wark Hose Co. praying Councils for leave to enlarge | 
their Carriage House. Mr. Lancaster states that the | 
Company merely asked leave, as touching the expenses | 
they would liquidate that with the funds of the Compa- | 
ny. Referred to Committee on Markets. | 

Mr. Lancaster also presented a petition from citizens | 
in the neighborhood of Dock street, petitioning Coun- | 
cils to cause to be constructed a culvert, &c. to prevent | 
a recurrence of the serious evil caused by the late) 
storms in that section. Referred to paving committee, 

And further, a petition of 142 citizens for the pur- | 
pose of obtaining leave to hold a Saturday evening 
market in the New Market, 2d st. between Pine and 
Cedar st., for the convenience of working men and) 


others. Referred to the committee on Markets. | 


Dr. Huston presented the report of Committe on | 


lighting and watching, in relation tothe petition of | 
Philip Banks, who some time since prayed Councils to | 
remunerate him for the loss he sustained in quelling a | 
riot during the last election, by having his coat torn | 
and hat lost, and also suffering severely from rheumatic | 
affections, caused by standing in the water at a fire, in | 


pursuance of his duty as a watchman ; the committee 


reported that they could see no reason why the prayer | 


of the petitioner should be granted—they therefore 
asked to be discharged from any further consideration 
of it. Agreed to, and report accepted 


The question was then taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Earp, and lost; Dr. Huston’s amendment was then 


At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Dunlap rose and 
offered a resolution that the Committee on Public 
Squares be invested with authority to offer the Congre- 
gation $35,000 for the lot in question. Resolution 
alopted. 

Select Council having informed Common Council 
that they had appointed Messrs. Wiegand, Price and 
M‘Credy, on behalf of their body, to wait upon the 
Mayor and Presidents of Baltimore City Councils, now 
inthis city, and shew them the usual courtesies due 
their mission and rank. Messrs. Fraley, Chandler and 
Williams, were appointed by Common Council to co- 
operate with the Committee of the other Council. 

On motion adjourned. 


It may be deemed necessary to state that in the case 
of Thomas Snowden, the cause of that gentleman’s 
resignaticn asa member of the Board, was in conse- 
quence of his removing from the city, Having return- 
ed, that difficulty became obviated, and he therefore 
consented to serve under a re-election. 





From the Journal of the Franklin Institute. 


METEOROLOGY. 


First Report of the Joint Committee of the American 


Philosophical Society, and Franklin Institute, on Me- 
teorology. 


The Joint Committee of the American Philosophical 
Society, and the Franklin Institute of the State of 
Pennsylvania, return thanks for valuable meteorologi- 
cal journals, received from the following gentlemen. 
Mr. R. H Gardiner, Gardiner, Maine. 

Mr. Jacob Mull, U. S. Navy, Portsmouth, New 


On motion of Mr. Fraley, Select Council was inform. | tl 
ed that Common Council would join them in joint | 
meeting, to elect members to serve in place of the gen- | 
tlemen resigned. 

Messers. Lewis & Rowland were appointed tellers, 
and the election resulted in the choice of M. W. Bald- 
win, Esq. to serve as trustee of Girard College, in 
stead of Thos. M‘Kean Pettit, resigned,and Saml. En- 
glish, in place of Saml. Spackman, as manager of 


Wills’ Hospital. Dr. J. M. Foltz, U. S. Navy, Washington city, D, C. 
Thomas Snowden was unanimously re-elected. Coun- ~— Prof. James Hamilton, Nashville, Tenn. 
cil then entered into a consideration of the unfinished | Dr. John Locke, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
business relative to the report of the committee appoint- Mr. J. Panglos, Urbana, Ohio. 
ed by Councils to effect a compromise with the German Only four months have elapsed since the reception 
Congregation for the burial ground upon Franklin) of the earliest of these journals, and already some val- 
Square. The question of continuing it in the Com- | uable facts have been deduced from a comparison of 
mittee of the Whole, with whom it had been left when | the simultaneous observatious which they contain. 
last discussed, was debated, but on motion the commit-| A detailed report of all general conclusions, with the 
tee was discharged, avd the subject reverted to its data on which they are founded, will be given hereaf- 
original form, to wit: An amendment offered by Dr. | ter; but as this will require a considerable length of 
Huston upon the resolution accompanying the late re-| time, and a much more extensive collation of jour- 
port of the committee on Public Squares, the substa ce | nals, than the committee have yet in their possession, 
of which amendment had been to substitute $50,000, | they will mention, with a view to increase the zeal of 
for the sum named in the report. their correspondents, one or two facts, which, from 
Mr. Fraley moved the pestponement of the Dr’s| further observations, will probably lead to important 
amendment, for the purpose of introducing another, general laws. 
reducing the sum named to $40,000. In all the great fluctuations of the barometer which 
Mr. Earp rose and moved that $30,000 be inserted, | occurred in January and February, at Nashville, Tenn. 
and gave as his reasons for the proposition that he had | they were one day sooner than at Philadelphia; and 
been informed that the German Congregation held the | on the 22d of March, the barometer was lowest at 
property only for burial purposes and he could not see | Philadelphia at 3 o’clock, P. M; whereas, at Provi- 
why they should receive a sum greater than the proper- | dence, R I. it continued to fall till 9 o’cloek, P. M. as 
ty would bring if laid out in building lots. very particularly noted by Professor Caswell. The 
Dr. Huston observ@éd that Mr. Earp had been misin-| exact moment of greatest depression at Portsmouth is 
formed, as the patent of the Congregation contained no! not given by Mr. Mull, but it was lower thereat 7 
clause restricting its holders to use the ground for bu-| o’clock, P. M. on the 23d, than on the 22d at sunset; 
rials alone, and he could not see why the Congregation | at which time it had already risen more than half an 
should be forced to sell it for less than its real value. —_| inch at Philadelphia. 
Mr. Chandler supported the Dr. and wasopposed by | Do these barometric fluctuations of great magnitude 
Mr, Williams and Fraley. | travel north-eastwardly? . 


ampshire. 

Mr. Jemes Porter Hart, Farmington, Mass. 
Professor Caswell, Providence, R. I. 

Mr. A. W. Smith, Middletown, Conn. 

Mr. Edward Gibbons, Lockport, N. ¥. 

Mr. C. Gill, Flushing, Long Island. 

Dr. R. H. Rose, Silver Lake, Pa. 

Dr. Henry Gibbons, Wilmington, Del. 

Dr. G. S. Sproston, U. 8S. Navy, Baltimore, Md. 
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Again, on the 22d of March, at the moment when 


the barometer was lowest at Philadelphia, the wind at | 
York, Pa., at Flushing, N. Y., at Middletown, Conn., | 
at Providence, R.1., and at Portsmouth, N. H., was 
blowing towards Philadelphia violently, especially at | 
York and Portsmouth, while at Philadelphia it wasa | 
erfect calm. There wasalso, on that day, a very vio- | 
ent rain at York, and in Berks county, Pa., and at | 
Baltimore, and also a considerable rain at Flushing, | 
Middletown, and Providence, at the same time, when 
there was a calm in Philadelphia, and no rain; and as 
this state of things continued for many hours, it seems 


ing in size, until, at Portsmouth, it was 800 miles, Its 
north-west and south east diameter is unknown. 

What ure these two diameters of storms generally? 

Our correspondents will perceive that something on 
this subject is likely to be discovered by a persevering 
course of simultaneous observations over our wide ex- 
tended continent. The Joint Committee which now 
addresses you will spare no means to elicit from your 
observations, decisive answers to the queries proposed 
above, and, if possible, to establish such general laws 
as will entitle meteorology to the name of science. 

To this end, it is essential that the original observa- 











probable that the air, which moved with great rapidity | tions, and not the mean of several, should be commui- 
towards Philadelphia, in opposite directions, must have | cated, and that the number and extent of our corres- 
ascended over Philadelphia, and passed off above even | pondents should be increased; we therefore request 
with greater rapidity than it approached below, or | each one of our correspondents to procure at least two 
otherwise the barometer must have risen, ina very short | more. It would be very desirable to have different 
time, to a great height, by the conflicting impulse of} correspondents at places along our northern frontier, 


these two opposite currents; but the barometer stood | 
all this time more than three quarters of an inch lower | 
than usual. | 


The committee desire these remarks to be viewed as 
they are intended, to be confirmed or rejected as future | 
observations, and a more extensive induction, shall | 
warrant. They merely propose the queries: | 

Are rains caused by an upward motion of air, com. | 
mencing where the dew-point is highest, or where the | 
barometer is lowest? 


and others on our sea-board, from Cape May to Cuba, 
Also to have some correspondents in the far west; we 
have none at present farther than Nashville. 

The committee earnestly request that the present op- 
portunity of discovery may not be lost, that the under. 
taking may not languish for want of zeal; their corres- 
pondents may be assured, even when the eommittee is 
silent, that they are constantly at their posts, waiting 
for the communications with that intense interest which 
always accompanies sanguine hopes of successful in- 


Do storms in the temperate zones generally travel | vestigation. 
from some westerly point? And are those storms which | 
so travel preceded by an easterly wind, and also fol- 
lowed by a westerly, unless another storm is soon to) Cuantes N. Bancker, 
come on in the same direction? In the torrid zone, do | Gouverneur Emerson, M. D. 
the storms on the north side of the line travel towards | Avexanper D. Bacue, 


the north-west, and on the south side of the line to- James P. Esrr, ; . 
wards the south-west? | Com. of Amer. Philos. Soc. 


On the 29th of January, from 8 o’clock, A. M. till | Se 
4 o’clock, P. M. there fell at Nashville, Tenn., 1.47 | Geiaue c Wasenn 
inches of rain. This storm travelled east, and it began Sane Ti Caaciemh, 16. De 
to rain at Cincinnati at half past 12 o’clock, and at} - . ; . : 
Philadelphia at 4 o’clock a aoe the 30th; it} Committee of Franklin Institute. 
rained hard all day, terminating at 7 o’clock, P. M. 
During this whole day, the wind at Nashville and Cin- | 


JAMES P. ESPY, 
Chairman Joint Committee, 





AN ADDRESS 


cinnati blew towards Philadelphia, and at Flushing, 
Middletown, Providence, and Portsmouth, directly to- 
wards Philadelphia also. This storm lasted eight hours 
at Nashville, fifteen hours at Philadelphia, twenty-four 
hours at Flushing, and twenty-seven hours at Ports- 
mouth, The wind set in at all these places some hours 


before the rain from the north-east, and at the termina- | 


tion of the rain changed to the south-west; and before 
it ceased raining at Portsmouth, the wind had changed 


round by south to west at Flushing and Philadelphia, | 


and to the south-west at Middletown. 

Even one well authenticated case of this kind goes 
far to establish the fact that the wind below blows to- 
wards the centre of a great rain. From the time of the 
middle of the storm at Nashville, unti] the middle of the 
storm at Philadelphia, was 234 hours and this corres- 
ponds well with the fluctuations of the barometer men- 
tioned before. 


It may be mentioned also, that, reckoning from mid- 
dle to middle of the storm, it was 304 hours from 
Nashville to Middletown, and $24 from Nashville to 
Portsmouth. These all agree in giving a velocity to 
this storm of about twenty-six milesan hour. Is this 
the velocity of the upper current of air at Philadelphia, 
which comes generally from a point south of west? Is 


it this upper current which gives direction to the storms 
in this latitude? 


Many instances have been obseryed upon a momen- 
tary breaking of the lower clouds, in the very middle 
of these north-east storms, when the clouds above were 
coming from the south-west. 

This storm had a north.east, and south-west diame- 
ter, at Nashville, of about 200 miles, gradually increas- 


| DELIVERED IN ZION CHURCH AT EASTON, 
ON THE FOURTH OF JULY, 1835. 


| At the request of the Washington and Franklin Literary 
Societies of Lafayette College. 


Bx GeorGe Mirriuun Dattas, Ese, 


We must all derive gratification when noticing a ten- 
dency in the literary associations of our country to com- 
bine with their public exercises the sentiments and 
epochs of patriotism. The two societies, at whose call 
1 venture for a while to claim your attention, have sig- 
| nificantly selected for periodical exhibition a day of 
national commemoration: a day on which it is scarcely 
possible for an American citizen to think of any thing 
but the glories of the land in which he lives, the ex- 
ploits and wisdom of its founders, the freedom and ex- 
| cellence ofits institutions, the brightness and beauty of 
| its future! In this selection is conveyed a silent, but 
| acknowledged instruction to their present repres enta- 

tive: directing his efforts to harmonize with the pervad- 
| ing feeling, to swell the general anthem of exultation, 
and to contribute what he can to invigorate the loftiest 
of human virtues. I proceed to execute this commis- 
sion in the spirit with which it has been flatteringly 
confided, and to tender for your indulgent acceptance 
some observations and recollections cungenial to the 
occasion. 

Since the Declaration of Independence, issued fifty- 
nine years ago, the achievements and merits of those 
who made or sustained it, have been annually and most 
justly the theme of grateful eulogy. In every district 
of our immense territory, the voice of an emancipated 

| and happy people has untiringly preserved the high 
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renown and affirmed the unsurpassed wisdom of these land gentle drops upon the soil. Nor was it at any pe- 


public benefactors. It is a subject which for centuries | riod urged forward by the quick hand or peremptory 


to come will be proudly resumed by each succeeding | tone of violence: conquest and usurpation are alien to 
generation on this continent: whose strength, interest, | our annals. Nor did there exist within our limits any 
and fulness cannot be exhausted: and which will | meretricious attractions to cupidity or cruelty: the glit- 
awaken generous and salutary emotions as long as pos: | tering and delusive mines of gold or silver, and the fa- 
terity are able or worthy to appreciate the brightest | bled waters of immortality, were stationed farther 
models and purest actions of heroism. The vast and | south. No! the progress of Penn’s settlement, from 
wonderful results, too, which have flowed and must | 1682 to 1835, its expansion, its prosperity, its abound- 
continue to flow from the hardy and uncompromising | ing wealth, and its exalted reputation, as a colony or as 
promulgations of our great charter, present a boundless | a commonwealth, are far otherwise, and more satisfac- 
range for philosophic and impressive eloquence. At | torily explained by a few striking features of its histo- 
each recurring anniversary fresh events are recorded | ry, legislation, and manners. 

illustrative of its renovating progress among the go- The destiny of Pennsylvania,can be said to have been 
vernments, and for the happiness of men: the resistless | foreshadowed in the character of William Penn. More 
advances of its spirit noted in the feudal dynasties, the | than the Athenian or the Spartan lawgiver, this extra- 
overthrow of inveterate abuses, the abandonment of ordinary man gave to the community he established the 
prejudices, the enlightenment of the common mind, | impress of his own mind, and the stimulus of his own 





the equalization of rights, the prolongation of peace, 
and the cheering re-establishment of social, intellectu- 
al, and religious liberty. These are incidents and topics 
appropriate to the Fourth of July, and to the descend- 
ants of those who have glven it an immortal pre-emi- 
nence onthe calendar. At this hour, they are engag- 
ing the memories, kindling the affections, and enno- 
bling the patriotism of millions who surround us, 

But it is not my purpose to enter so wide and diver- 
sified a field. I would fain attain my object by another 
more contracted though equally direct pathway. 
Where am I? at the confluence of the Delaware and 
the Lehigh: in one of the most populous and cultivat- 
ed of the interior regions of my native state, and in the 
presence of an assemblage of fellow citizens, whose 
vigorous minds and generous hearts expand with the 
sympathies of the day. Of what shall I speak? of what 
can I speak, to you, in unison with thetime? Let it be 
of our immediate home: of that Commonwealth in 
whose fame and prosperity we are all deeply and last- 
ingly concerned—whose moral and mental contribu- 


virtues. He was calm, sagacious, practical, and perse- 

vering: peaceful alike in temper and on principle: pa- 
| tient amid obstacles and profound in judgment; with an 
| understanding at once powerful and refined, anda 
| heart deeply and delicately alive to the promptings of 

benevolence. About him there was neither bustle, nor 
| pretension, nor display: too mild for military pomp, 
\too upright for rhetorical art, too bo!d and manly for 
| imposition, his force was in his truth, his attraction in 

his simplicity, and his persuasion in his meekness.— 

With clearer conceptions than others possessed of the 

condition, climate, and resources of this land, he court- 
| ed the spirit of gain, or of discontent, or of enterprise, 
| or of ambition, by no flattering promises of sudden ac- 
quisition or of indolent repose, and no gaucy pictures 
| of adventure or of sway. His candor, cheered it is true, 
|and justly cheered, by a rational foresight, yet told of 
| toils to be endured, of perils to be braved, of hard pri- 
| vations, of prolonged industry, and of stern equality. — 
| Such were the rough but unyielding materials with 
| which he chose to cement his foundation, Having, ina 


tions towards universal good, can neither be disputed | letter of the 5th of January, 1681, mentioned the char- 
nor overshaduwed: let it be of peerless Pennsylvania! | tered confirmation of this territory, which he then 
Unused to boast for invidious contrasts, we may yet be | termed his ‘ country,” with a resolution to have ‘‘a 
permitted to bear to the national jubilee the sense of | care to the government that it be well laid a¢ first,” his 
her excellence, and in the general chorus keep at least | earliest preparatory proceedings, “ the Great Law,”’ 





one note of grateful triumph exclusively for her! 
Conformably to the census of 1830, and the ratio of 
increase deduced from those of 1810 and 1820, our po- 
pulation now exceeds one million five hundred thou- 
sand, Itis scarcely a century and a half since the 
memorable landing of the founder; prior to which pe- 
riod, nota germ of civilization had here taken root; all 
was buge forest, rude plain, barren mountain, or wast- 
ed valley: the “ untutored Indian” chased his hardly 
less savage prey along the margins of these noble rivers, 


launched his scooped canoe timidly upon their surface, | 
or with his bow and arrows stealth.ly tracked the en- 


tangled recesses of the interminable woods, On the 
very beach, emerging from his dense and dark covert, 
the wild warrior Tamenend gazed, with no prophetic 
forecast, upon the groupe of placid strangers, who, 
quitting the deck of the ** good ship Welcome,” step- 
ped upon the sand, with William Penn at their head, 
claiming the unknown region as their allotted province. 
How short a space of time’s ceaseless current between 
that small beginning and the present great consumma- 
tion! How swift and mighty have been the causes 
which, in the ordinary length of two lives,dispelled the 
wilderness, banished the barbarian, burnished the ne- 
glected face of nature, and poured life, light, gladness 
and Christianity into every corner of Pennsylvania! 
The rapidity of this physical and moral redemption 
must be ascribed to peculiar and honorable character- 
istics. It derived no impetus from contiguous pressure, 
overflowing and spreading beyond an ideal or arbitrary 
boundary: its original fountain was three thousand 





and the ‘* Conditions and Concessions” to purchasers, 
_abound with wisdom and precautionary policy, while 
the pure morality and unbroken faith of his council un- 
| der the Elm, and his treaty with the guileless and con- 
_fiding Lene Lenappe, have been and ever must be held 
_unmatched by precedent and beyond all praise. From 
| grafting by such a hand, and under the genial sunshine 
| of such sentiments and acts, the fragrant blossom was 
| sure, the rich fruit inevitable. It was impossible for 
the companions of Penn, or their immediate posterity, 
| not to catch and transmit the admirable qualities of their 
| chief, to carry his precepts and his practices into all 
| their conduct, and to preserve in their entire social sys- 
|tem, as it expanded and towered, a moral resem- 
| blance toa model so firmly approved. 

During that portion of our history which preceded 
‘the confederacy of the colonies and the revolutionary 
| struggle, embracing an effective period of sevent 

years, a broad basis was gradually moulded for a super- 
structure of vigorous republicanism. No part of this 
continent was better prepared for the transition of 
1776. Although it be true that our Proprietaries and 
Lieuwtenant-Governors successfully managed to avert 
from the people the severity of many vexatious inflic- 
tions of the mother country, and thus kept alive here 
a stronger attachment to the transatlantic empire than 


| was felt elsewhere: yet had we by plain and frank 


manners, by the consistent inculcation and enforce- 
ment of equality, and by a sturdy course of self-go- 
vernment, become ripe and ready to glide without 
the slightest shock to order, or to established habits 


miles distant; and the fertilizing fluid rushed not at first | of thinking, into an avowed as well as actual democ- 


like a steady stream, but fell as it were, in detached | racy. 
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The early character of the social intercourse of) quillity and their immortal destinies! Nor can we truly 
Pennsylvania may yet be remembered by a few of its | Appreciate the legislative enunciation to which I have 
inhabitants. It is glowingly portrayed by a living sage | referred without recollecting that conscience, every 
as having exemplified in real life, the simplicity, inno- | where until then, and even now throughout the far 
cence, and happiness of the Arcadia of ancient poets. | greater portion of the world, was and is subjected to 
Far removed from the cumbersome forms and con-}| governmental rules of coercion and test. Pennsylvania, 
straints of European courts, utterly disdaining the frivo- | in this—in severing radically and forever all connection 
lities and caprices of fashion: affecting no titles, know- | between municipal power and spiritual homage—has 
ing no ranks, and coveting nohonors: seeking compe- | marched ahead of mankind at large. —Her experience 
tence only by useful industry, and content only by prac- | too triumphantly vindicates the safety as well as justice 
tical virtue: our ancestors formed a society where age | of the policy. Countless as are the modifications of 
was never without reverence, and youth never without | doctrine and the peculiarities of worship within our 
friendship, where genius was too much cherished to be | limits, no bigotry or fanaticism ever invaded their se- 
envied, love too pure to be false, and misfortune to | perate independence, Religion here has never been the 
sacred to be traduced. It was, indeed, as perfect a| fountain of bitterness and blood. She stalks not 
state of domestic and almost fraternal concord as hu- | among men asa relentless avenger, exacting repen- 
man frailties will suffer to exist. Although natives of | tance on the rack, or conversion at the stake. Her 
various climes, and using various tongues, the German, | crusades, inquisitions,chains and tortures are unknown. 
the Swede, the Hollander, the Frenchman, the Dane, | With us, her pathway, illuminated by the effulgence of 
the Welshman, the Scot—thronged through the portal | perfect freedom, is profusely strewed with blessings: 
which Penn had opened, and eagerly sought within his | while her gentle voice, with healing on its wings, 
asylum repose and happiness, according to their pecu- | whispers pleasantness and peace. 
liar tastes, yet did each contribute some distinctive por-| Kindred in its excellenee, and of all almost equal 
tion to the common stock of moral value, while the | merit, is the formal and impressive denunciation of 
presiding genius of the place, extinguishing all rivalry | domestic slavery. The injured and degraded African, 
save that for the general benefit, actuated and har- | fettered by the cupidity and stunned by the blows of 
monized the whole. In one trait it was natural that the | polished Europe, was first cheered by the sound of 
settlers should agree: an abiding aversion to the artifi- | emancipation in the sequestered wilds of America.— 
cial distinctions and morose intolerance which had im- | During the two centuries which preceded the landing 
— a flight from their comparatively luxurious | of William Penn, from the fatal period of the Portu- 

omes: and from this sentiment alone would result an | guese invasion of the Gold Coast, an entire race of 
ever-active tendency to illustrate their social and politi- human beings had been doomed the victims of ava- 
cal relations by conventional plainness, charitable for-; rice, cruelty, and oppression, The accursed traffic 
bearance, and direct truth. | rioted in the sanction of Spanish imperial letters patent, 

To the annals of this community, animated in its | had been connived at by the Virgin Queen of England 
primitive formation as I have thus faintly sketched, be- | and was openly encouraged by a monarch of France, 
long a series of movements in the cause of freedom and | falsely aud foolishly surnamed the Jusf. An unchris- 
beneficence, more striking, more efficient, more uni-| tian policy leagued with an insatiate and remorseless 
form, and more lasting, than can be justly claimed by | spirit of gain, annually loaded thousands of our fellow 
any other people. I speak with no intention to exag- | creatures with chains, tore them violently from their 
gerate. Pennsylvania has crowded within the short | country, and consigned them, in untried climates, be- 
term of her existence, achievements of polity of which | neath the rods of unknown masters, to unlimited unspa- 
the oldest nations might be proud, and which all must | ring servitude. At the height of this unhuman atro- 
acknowledge. It befits us occasionally, however brief-| city, whose concerous roots were transplanted hither 
ly, toreverttothem. Amid the general proneness to | by British traders from the West Indies, there was 
extol surrounding or distant states, let us at least hint | heard, in 1683, from the bosom of a secluded German 
among ourselves that, in certain matters, interesting to | settlement in Pennsylvania, a calm protest and earnest 
all humanity and glorious to our predecessors, this be- appeal. It was the impulse of nature, and the lament 
loved Commonwealth still enjoys an unrivalled ascend- of humanity: the air in which it was breathed proved 
ancy of merit. congenial, and bore it in time to distant nations, and to 

One hundred and thirty years have elapsed since the | the hearts of all. From that moment may be dated the 
legislative body of the province in ‘‘the law concerning | commencement of African redemption: it slowly and 
liberty of conscience,” declared ‘Almighty God its on/y | steadly advanced, our noble commonwealth by her 
Lord!” and thenceforward to the present hour, that | celebrated statue ‘‘for the gradual abolition of slave- 
declaration has been maintained, theoretically andj) ry,” perseveringly in front of the movement—until 
practically inviolate, It emanated from, and was ad-| now, throughout christendom, and with the potential 
dressed to, those who felt and knew its unchangeable | anathema of every government, the Slave Zrade ranks 
truth: its vitality spread through all their habits, re-| among the worst, the vilest, and the meanest of crimes, 
flections and language: their descendants caught it| The pride of ardent and unvarying action on this in- 
among the earliest rudiments of moral or intellectual | teresting subject has been accompanied, throughout a 
culture: it has become as native here, and as insepara- | series of years with characteristic prudence, and has 
ble from our being, as the atmosphere we breathe. | ended in complete success. The fire of enthusiasm, 
Remark, that Pennsylvania, with no subservient imita- | even in so righteous a cause, was controlled and direct- 
tiveness, inculcated mere ¢oleration: the philosophy of | ed by a deep and abiding sense of relative justice.— 
that is asold and as rational as paganism: but she pro-| We have encouraged, we can encourage, no visionary 
claimed the simple and sacred principle, afterwards | projects of abrupt reform: nor can we presume, in the 
embodied in both her constitutions of 1776 and 1789, | slightest degree, to shake the constitution, or to affect 
of ‘‘a natural and indefeasible right to worship Al-| legal enactments, of other communities, except by the 
mighty God according to the dictates of conscience.” | power of wise and triumphant example. Our career, 

It is sometimes dificult to realize the belief that | calm, and continuous, is on the eve of consummation. 
what we have peacefully and uninterruptedly exercis-| We have, at last, without violent and dangerous em- 
ed as an absolute and unalienable right—what we | pyricism, expelled the disease which the vices of others 
should deem it preposterous and vain for any human | introduced among us. An erroneous nomenclature and 
power to attempt controlling or abridging—was long, | ill directed inquiries led, it is true, to an injurious and 
very long, fruitlessly craved by our ancestors from the mistaken result in the census of 1830—imputing to 
splendid tyrannies of the eastern hemisphere, and was | this Commonwealth the possession of an increasing 
denied to them beacuse dangerous to their social tran- | number of slayes: but the ascertained fact is, that we 
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have nearly purged our soil of every vestige of this 
pestilent opprobrium, and that, at this moment, of the 
one million and a half of our people, not twenty are | 
subjected to involuntary servitude, even under amelio- 
rated rules and circumstances. 

Liberty indeed, well-poised and dec p-seated liberty, 
in all its spheres and applications, has early and late 
and ever been the object of fond and foremost pursuit. 
In the disenthralment of conscience and extinguish- | 
ment of domestic slavery, vast and vital ends were | 
accomplished, vindicating fundamental principles, giv- | 
ing security to the pursuits of individual happiness, | 
and eradicating the most fruitful sources of conflict 
and disorder. But the bondage of the mind—that, too, 
was to be relieved: the shackles of ignorance, which 
clogged tae understandings and degraded the senti- 
ments of the mass of mankind, keeping them the pas- 
sive victims of oppression, or the wretched dupes of 
prejudice, these also were to be broken asunder, or 
to be dissolved under the irradiating influence of in- 
struction. Our forefathers had voluntarily quitted com- | 


munities whose inexorable systems perpetuated with | 
the few a monopoly of all the means and all the oppor- | 
tunities of intellectual advancement: they appreciated 

the immense power conferred by education, and they 

resolved that it should be equally attainable by all. In| 
the conciousness that no good social structure could 

endure unless maintained by a succession of intelligent 

and upright citizens, our founder himself, in his ‘‘pre- 

face to the frame of government,” inculcated and ex- 

acted the erection of public schools. Without such | 
an expedient, he foresaw the abortive end of all his ex- | 
ertions and hopes ; his superstructure, however prom- 
ising and attractive, soon undermined, anda degener- 
ate race accelerating its ruin. 

Intellect, progressive and energetic intellect, is the 
life-blood of freedom. ‘The mind instinctively hungers 
after knowledge: give it the aliment, and it collects 
strength, elasticity, and force; keep the food away, | 
and withering in debility, it shrinks back upon itself | 
incapable of effort, insensible to wrong, and indifferent | 
to virue. Mutual assistance in its cultivation is the 
primary duty of civilized men ; which being neglected, 
a relapse into barbarism cannot long be pustponed, 
or what is worse, a hurried and headlong fall into the | 
gloom and the bitterness and the baseness of despo- 
tism. William Penn sought to make his sanctuary for 
human liberty and happiness perennial and indestructa- 
ble: he sougit to fix within it a self-motive and reno- 
vating power: and he carved upon its corner-stones, 
and he wrote upon its walls, and he instilled into its in- 
habitants the necessity of education. Nor did he do 
soin vain. His exhortation was prolonged as a living 
sound through each following generation, and has nev- 
er been unheeded. From the act incorporating ‘the 
overseeres of the schvols’’ in 1697, through both our re- 
publican constitutions, down to the establishment of 
this college in 1826, and to the present hour, almost | 
every year has been signalized by legislation directly 
or indirectly fostering and promoting this great pur- 
pose. The public lands, the public purse, the public 
enthusiasm, and even the public errors on other sub- 
jects have been made its tributaries, It never has 
been, it never should be forgotten. Not less than two | 
hundred and forty-five statutes, an immense but no 
unmerited proportion of our entire body of laws, have 
been exclusively devoted to it. Superadded to innu- 
merable minor schools prescribed in grants of corporate 
privileges for charitable, religious, or other objects, — 
and apart from the recent attempt to carry out the in- 
junction of the organic charter by lighting the lamp of 
tution at the dour of every citizen—we have established 
two universities, nine colleges, and fifty-eight academies. 
I touch on this ample illustration of her unchanged | 
conviction and unrelaxed zeal, only to exhibit the po- | 
sition of Pennsylvania as to this pre-eminent interest. — | 
Her honor lies in its perfection: her salvation rests on 
its perpetuity. Much as she has accomplished, all is 


a 








not yet attained: but enough already appears to jus- 
tify the proud belief that her people, tranquil and un- 
o>tentatious, are stillasa body unsurpassed in the at- 
tributes and means to push free principles and free 
institutions to their widest, loftiest, and best results. 
However hastily obliged to weave this chaplet, I 


| cannot wholly omit some of the brightest and most fra- 
| grant of its ornaments. 


Not, indeed such as glow 
amid the laurel wreaths of martial nations: not such 
as befit the victorious garlands of Macedon or Rome : 
nor such as bloom along the ruthless ranging of the 
lion or the leopard. But flowers whose fadeless verdure 
triumphs over time, and whose perfume spreading 


throughout all space, rises as a grateful incense to the 


skies. Where, let me ask, where is the recognized 
and favourite abode of benevolence? On what spot of 
this torn and turbulent earth has the spirit of di- 
vine charity fixed her home ? Amid what people 
are to be found the noblest demonstrations of an 
enlarged, unceasing, and pious philanthropy? Turn 


| to the annals of Pennsylvania, and there read the an- 


swer: lether unobtrusive but indefatigable ‘Society of 
Friends,” from Penn to Benezet, and from Benezet to 
Vaux, be followed through their countless achievements 
of beneficence: let the pervading and unvarying im- 
pulse of her entire population, as attested by its repre- 
sentative assembly, be traced: and let the eye glance 
rapidly over her numerous temples dedicated to the 
**holy experiment” of alleviating the miseries of human- 
ity, proiecting its weakness, solacing its decline, min- 
istering to its wants, healing its infirmities, surmount- 
ing its incurable deprivations, or securing even to its 
vices the priceless hope that springs from penitence ! 
The world has beenso long deluded by the glaring 
and dramatic qualities of men: their boldness in battle, 
their cunning in council, and their eloquence in debate; 
and the pages of history have so exclusively nourished a 
taste for daring or dextrous exploit: that the gentle 
works of systematic, disinterested, and devoted good- 
ness failto attract the admiration to which they are 
certainly and pre-eminently entitled. Nations, ever 


| rivals for renown, are rarely competitors in tie spheres 
|and operations of benevolence. Our ancestry s'arted 


with purer aims: and spreading forth the chart of prac- 
tical virtue, resolved steadily to stecr through all its 
passages, They pursued no phantom of decoying glo- 
ry, and sought no bullying trophy of greatness: they 
looked not for compensation, though there was some- 
thing within their bosoms constantly impelling, and as 
constantly repaying their labors: and they felt no de- 
sire for fame, though they have gradually reared its 
imperishable monument! 

From the multiplied departments of this admirable 
action, let me select but one on whichto concentrate 
your notice: it exemplifies them all: and is universally 
conceded to be, in its progress and perfection eminent- 
ly our own. 

‘The corrupt and unchecked passions and propensi- 
ties of human nature force upon every community in 
despite of the wisest rules and precautions, a class of 
criminals whom society, actuated by the resisiless mo- 


| tive of self-preservation, must deprive of liberty aad 


must subject to punishment more or less exemplary. 
‘Fhe treatment of fellow beings thus situated: of con. 
victs, who have forfeited rights which they abused and 
privileges which they perverted: the manner of their 
seclusion and penalty, reconciling the social purpose 
with the inextinguishable claims of a common humanity: 
this is the problem which, having painfully and fruit. 
lessly perplexed sages and statesman of every age and 
every land, has been solved by the mild spirit, unshaken 
constancy, and unremitted care of Pennsylvania. I will 
not indulge in details however striking in character: the 
occasion forbids my doing so: but let us remember that 
by the principles, organization, and discipline of our 
penitentiaries we have nearly superceded a necessity, 
in any ca-e, for the summary process of taking life: that 
our legal vengeance is tempered by the design and the 
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practibicality of moral reform: and that in the silence and 
solitude of protracted imprisonment, ‘the world forget- 
ting by the world forgot” the suffering victims of their 
own vices are, in mind, and feeling, and habit, slowly 
but surely regenerated. Andhow wasthis? By what 
lights of collegiate philosophy, by what aids of power, 
with what incentives of ambition, and with what allure- 
ments of reward, was this scheme of beneficence pro- 
jected and perseveringly accomplished? By none of 
these; they had, in fact, long proved inadequate, if not 
injurious. Europe, with all her learning and all her 
honours, and all her wealth, recoiled from even the 
limited progress of her own Howard. Her number- 
less prisons continued the shelters of unseemly and in- 
famous brutality, the theatres of riotous profligacy, 
the charnel-houses of every moral and religious senti 

ment or hope—scarcely, ifat all, preferable to a hasty 
and undiscriminating appeal to the guilotine or sword, 

If you wish to comprehend and truly appreciate whence 
we derive this inestimable feature of our policy, follow 
ameek disciple of christianity—one of those who have 
unconciously embalmed their memories in the gratitude 
of posterity—follow him into the receptacle of the out- | 
lawed and denounced: see him enter amid jeers of | 
scorn, imprecations of profanity, and threats of despe- | 
ration: mark how, from month to month, and year af: | 
ter year, his time, his compassion, his fortitude, and | 
his health are expended in voluntarily associating with 

the vilest and the worst: how he notes their peculiari- | 
ties, their modes of thouoht, the effect of their fellow- | 
ship, and the real tendency of their various inflictions: | 
accompany him tothe gloomy dungeon of the homi- | 
cide, and observe how steadily he communes with the | 
agonies of remorse, the fitful relapses of rage, or the | 
hardened inveteracy of malice: how he measures the 
moral effects of physical causes, and how, in fine he 
scans, and explores, and treasures up in recollection, 
every avenue by which to invade the temper, the con- 
science, or the soul of the convict! Go with him, then, 
to his confidential friends, and hear the disclosures of 
his long continued and still unwearied experience, 
with what humility he invites them to share his toils, 
and how diffidently he hopes as the consequence of 
their united vigils and labours that some relief may be | 


furnished to the undeserving and. some good be done | 
even to the wicked. And behold here, and in his | 
course, the model and the practice, the simple origin | 
and the pious progress of the purest and most perfect | 
institution of modern philanthropy! 

Having glanced at some of the services by which our | 
Society of Friends elevated and enriched Pennsylvania, | 
I may be excused for adverting to a well known au- | 
thenticated incident of the revolutionary contest, show. | 
ing how, consistently with their peculiar opinions, they | 
proved themselves efficient champions of the nation. 
That we contributed our quota of wisdom and valor 
towards independence is readily felt, as the names of 
Franklin, Dickinson, M’Kean, Mifflin, and Rush, are 
recalled: but it was parhaps singularly characterestic | 
that another of our citizens, without whose fertility of | 
genius, unbounded credit, and untiring exertions, the 
movements of our armies must have been palsied, if 
not fatally defeated, often and at times of fiercest trial 
derived from the sympathy and confidence of the non- 
combatant class of our people, the essential resourecs 
and sinews of war. It wasin the winter of 1776, while 
Washington and Liberty lingered in solicitous suspense 
on the neighboring site of New Hope, while a total 
destitution of means threatened to verify the gloomiest 
foreboding, and when even the unrivalled vigor and fe- 
licity of finance which coped with every crisis, yielded 
to exhaustion and despondency: that Jobert Morris, 
slowly and sorrowfully retiring from scenes of disap 
pointed effort into solitude, encountered, as if by acci- 
dent, a now unknown and unnamed “friend.” With 
the impetuous energy of despair, he depicted the emer- 
gency and the wants of his country, »nd implored relief 











for the endangered cause of America. ‘* THov snatr 
Have 1T!” was the prompt, laconic, and resolute reply: 
and it forthwith came, to reanimate the drooping for- 
ces of our immortal chief, and to impel them onward, 
through the snows and ice and tempest of the dreariest 
season, to battle with hireling Hessians, and tu achieve 
the victory of Trenton! Strange but admirable union 
of private sentiment and socail duty : harmonizing the 
utmost humility of pretension with the loftiest aims of 
patriotism, and signally illustrating, at the most event- 
ful period, both the morals and the politics of our 
founder! 


Equally with the topics I have already discussed, the 
actual condition and the obviously awaiting futurity of 
this state are fitted to confirm a just pride and an ar- 
dent attachment. Let me, though cursorily, present 
them to your consideration. 


On an area of forty-seven thousand square miles and 
more than thirty millions of acres—with a soil at once 
generous and hardy, a climate equable and salubrious, 
and expansive streams penetrating into every section— 
our population is naturally and essentially agricultural, 
Their luxuriant valleys, rich meadows, teeming fields, 
und laden orchards, dressed by the hand of industry, 
and echoing with the sounds of life, attest an abundance 
that cannot be measured, and a happiness that has long 
been undisturbed. Time which elsewhere drained 
and desolated with moral and physical convulsions, 
has tranquilly stored the farms of Pennsylvania with 
the best materials of power and prosperity. It is there, 
that labor, spontaneous, free, and productive labor, 
cheers the heart, invigorates the frame, and exalts the 
virtues of men. It is there,amid a smiling plenty,unvex- 
ed by the crosses of commercial hazard, that the delights 
and consolations of domestic endearment fix their deepest 
roots: And it is there,according to all experience and all 


| just reasoning, that the high and habitual sense of per- 


sonal independence becomes the firmest foundation for 
those bold and disinterested qualities which are the on- 
ly safeguards of republican institutions. Although 


' the Commonwealth embrace within her limits, at least 


two of the most flourishing of American cities, in whose 
science, trade, arts, manufactures, and wealth, she ex- 


ults, and numerous towns and boroughs hourly aug- 
| menting in resources and importance, yet must her farm- 
'ers with théir skill, their toil, their overflowing grana- 
_ ries, their steady habits, and their fearless spirits, con- 


stitute for many years, if not forever, her primary 
interest and her especial bulwark. Such a basis cannot 
but impart confidence and hope to any commu- 
nity. Itis, to the social barque, a well adjusted and 
ponderous ballast: keeping her poised amid every 
agitation, and enabling her to move directly onward to 
her destination, 


A recent trial, fresh in the memories of those who 
note the incidents of great zras, established the title 
of this class of our people to controling weight and to 
entire confidence. Who, indeed, can forget their 
prompt sacrifices and patriotic energy in the war of 
1812? How, far in advance of the general govern- 
ment, they almost insisted upon contributing, without de- 
lay and without stint, men and means to vindicate the 
national fame, and maintain the national rights? How, 
profuse with the hoards of their industry and heedless 
of their accustomed repose, they demanded taxation 
and tendered enlistment ? How, with ardent acclama- 
tion and invariable suffrage, they stimulated and extol- 
led the prowess of their Bainbridge, their Decatur, 
their Porter, and their Biddle? Nor turned a single 
glance, nor breathed a single longing wish, towards 
their rural happiness and pursuits, until victorious, 
glowing and ample and substantial as their own har- 
vests, closed a successful struggle with an honorable 
peace. It is in the indestructible and inestimable value 
of a vast mass of constituency like this that Pennsylva- 
nia glories: here are the fountains of her moral and po- 
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litical power: these are the jewels by which, in the cir- | tricts studded with thriving and joyous villages—and 


cle of her sister states, she is alike distinguished and | 


adorned! 

In close alliance wih those for whom they are chief- | 
ly designed, our immense works of artificial improve. | 
ment may appropriately’be mentioned. The civilizing 
effects of a safe and expeditious intercourse—the ag- 
gregate comfort, co-operation, and affluence to which 
it inevitably leads—dictated that allowance in the pro- 


prietary conveyances of our land which dedicated to | 


general convenience, originally ten, and subsequently 


six acres, with each hundred. Every owner of the soil | 


was thus, by the muniments of his estate, apprised of | 
a wisely adopted policy and pledged to aid its execu- 
tion. The first turnpike ever constructed on the west- | 
ern continent was constructed here: and the most | 
adventerous or firm set bridges spanned or withstood | 
our floods. Fora long succession of years, broad and | 
paved highways were extended in every direction de- | 
signated by the wants of settlement, or the eagerness | 
ot enterprise: threading intervening forests, skirting or 
climbing mountains, and crossing unchecked the chafed 
torrent or the wide river. These, for their time, and 
in the comparative infancy of the subsidiary arts, were | 
undertakings of great magnitude and expense. They | 
rapidly, however, repaid a hundred fold, and gradual- 
ly gave to Pennsylvania a commodious arrangement 


and « facility of transportation which encouraged the | 


solid though scattered pursuits of husbandry, diffused 
capital, and drew into active usefulness its remotest 


parts. Within a short period the maturity of mechan. | 


ical science has driven us onward in this career with | 
redoubled speed. 

By chaining the Ohio and the prolific regions of 
western growth, fast to the Susquehannah and the Del- 
aware; by penetrating through every obstacle to the 
recesses of our boundless mineral wealth; and by level- 
ling every impediment before the rolling car of agri- 
cultural abundance; our canals, with their adjuncts of 
locks, basins, aqueducts, and tunnels, and our rail-roads 
with their accessaries of inclined plains, locomotive en- 
gines, portages and stations—whether the creations of 
public policy or private speculation—have outstripped 
all rivalry, and secured to our cherished home the ut- 
most solidity, duration, and variety of resource. These 


magnificient embellishments, in extent already unitedly | 
more than eleven hundred miles, and by their utility | 


swelling in vast disproportion the value of the domain 


they adorn, when regarded in connection with the body | 


of citizens whom I have just described, and as instru- 


changes and their unlimited products, give to the future 
prospects of our Commonwealth a certainty and gran- 
deur worthy of her history. 


taking form and hue measurably from their past. In 
the yet onward progress of this community, her virtu- 


ous impulses unabated,and her strength and intelligence | 
advancing with sure footing and unfaltering fleetness, | 
what may she not rationally hope to attain and achieve | 
in after ages’? In less than a century from this date, | 
her population, augmenting even with diminished rate, | 


will exceed fiifteen millions—the last ascertained num- 
ber of England, to whom she bears, indeeed, a strict 
resemblance in the quantity of her soil, the nature of 
her products, and the character of her climate. At 
that epoch, science, literature, and art, in whose re- 
cords must still and forever shine the names of our 
Franklin and Rittenhouse, of our Brown and Dennie, 
of vur West and Sully, and of our great original pro- 
jectors, Fitch, Evans, and Fulton, will have found vo- 
taries without number, and altars every where: and 
then, her eastern and her western metropolis, with a 
limitless range of navigation, oceanic and inland—her 
northern, central, and southern cities, rich marts of 
manufacures and agricultural supplies—her rural dis- 


| West Avenue, up stairs. 


her copious rivers, with their bustling banks and their 
cruwded channels—will present an aspect of combined 
happiness, power and beauty, which, under the bright- 
ening influence of wholesome morals, just laws, and 
universal freedom, will be unsurpassed in the realities 


_ of social existence ! 


Let us, in remembrance of the day, superadd to 
these elating and incentive reflections, that Pennsylva- 
nia is an integral and distinguished part of a national 
union, whose constitution, liberty, fame, and might, 
are alike a glory and a guaranty: giving to the present 
the utmost exultation and to the future the utmost se- 
curity. 

Cherishing so invaluable a political relation, in many 
respects distinct from our social attitude, we may claim 
to celebrate this great anniversary with peculiar ardor. 
The Fourth of July was consecrated in our capital: the 
Declaration of Independence, matured by illustrious 
patriots and sages, was first greeted by shouts of ac- 
clamation from an assemblage of Pennsvivanians: and, 
as the crowning trait of her excellence, let us never 
forget, that in trials of protracted war, or of distracting 
peace, our Commonwealth, with still “unbroken faith,”? 
has steadily redeemed her high and solemn pledge of 
‘*life, fortune, and sacred honor,” in the attainment of 
its aims, and in the maintenance of its principles! 


NOTE. 
A LEerrer From Mr. Jerrenson. 
Thomas Jefferson returns his thanks to the Board of 


| Directors of the Society for the commemoration of the 


landing of William Penn on the American shore. He 
learns with sincere pleasure that a day will at length be 
annually set apart for rendering the honors so justly due 
to the greatest lawgiver the world has produced; the 
first in either ancient or modern times who has laid the 
foundations of government in the pure and unadulterat- 
ed principles of peace, of reason, and of right; and in 
parallelism with whose institutions to name the dreams 
of a Minos, or Solon, or the military and monkish esta- 
blishments of a Lycurgus, is truly an abandonment of 
all regard to the only object of government, the happi- 
ness of man. 
Monticello, Nov, 16th, 1825, 





Towanpa, July 11. 
Frour.—The Steam boat Susquehanna which passed 


down on Tuesday of last. week, returned on the suc- 
ments, avenues, and outlets for their incessant inter- | 


ceeding Thursday, with part of a cargo of flour. She 
touched at this place, and after taking in a supply of 
wood took her departure for Owego, at which place 


| we understand she arrived the next morning. Our cu- 
The destinies of states may sometimes be accurately | 
| 


foretold: the mysterious events of their coming, time | 


riosity was not a little excited to witness the novelty of 
a cargo of flour passing from our own state to the state 
of New York, as we have long been accustomed toa 
state of things the very reverse. 


Fn 
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PHILADELPHIA, JULY 18, 1835, 
—oCICIIIEEEEEEEeEeEeESESESESESEE_——————— 
We are again compelled to offer the same apology 
this week that we did last, for the appearance of the 
Register out of the regular season. 
The Index appears with this number. 
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Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 


The publication office of the Register has been re- 
moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade, 
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